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FOREWORD 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Guildford. 


I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1948 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Guildford.  The  Report  is 
somewhat  different  from  previous  years,  in  that  the  figures 
relate,  to  only  six  months  of  the  year  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Services,  as  during  this  time  they  were  the 
responsibility  of  the  Corporation.  After  that  the  Health 
Visitors,  all  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work,  care 
of  Nursery,  and  Supervisions  of  Midwives  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Surrey  County  Council  as  from  the  5th  July,. 
1948. 

This  is,  therefore,  the  last  Report  which  will  contain 
any  mention  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  and 
the  Health  Visitors. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  dropped  still  further,  and  is  now 
16.9,  well  below  that  of  England  and  Wales.  This  is  due 
to  many  causes,  as  is  brought  out  in  the  report  just  issued 
on  population;  but  I think,  as  far  as  Guildford  is  con- 
cerned, the  chief  cause  is  lack  of  housing  for  the  newly 
married  couples.  Many  have  definitely  stated  that  they 
do  not  intend  to  have  children  until  they  have  a house  of 
their  own. 

This  is  a matter  which  is  being  dealt  with  most  ener- 
getically by  the  Corporation,  as  completion  of  the  five 
hundreth  permanent  house  built  since  the  war  shows. 

Also  the  increased  number  of  births  consequent  upon 
the  return  from  the  Forces  of  absent  husbands  has  now 
reached  its  peak  and  is  on  the  decline. 

Before  the  question  of  a second  child  is  considered  by 
these  families  the  housing  situation  is  entered  into. 

The  Death  Rate  is  slightly  lower  than  that  of  last  year, 
but  is  much  above  that  of  the  country  as  a whole.  This  is 
probably  due  to  the  longevity  of  the  Guildford  residents 
which  causes  a larger  number  to  attain  a riper  old  age 
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than  others  in  less  salubrious  areas  are  able  to  do.  Sixtv- 
four  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  actually  in  persons  over 
the  age  of  65. 

The  most  disturbing  factor  in  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity is  the  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis,  which  have  almost  doubled. 

The  causes  for  this  are  discussed  at  length  in  the  Report, 
but  I may  say  that  it  is  a phenomena  which  is  being  experi- 
enced all  over  the  country  and  causing  the  utmost  disquiet. 
It  will  not  be  remedied  until  the  actively  infected  cases 
are  segregated  in  sanatoria. 

Measles  was  again  in  epidemic  proportions,  but  this  is 
a country-wide  phenomenon,  and  its  causation  has  not  so 
far  been  explained.  A part,  of  course,  to  the  impossibility 
of  isolation  of  these  cases  and  hospitalisation. 

Food  Poisoning.  A thousand  outbreaks  are  notified 
annually. 

As  the  Food  Hygiene  Scheme  initiated  in  Guildford  has 
now  been  in  actual  being  for  a year,  it  seems  appropriate 
to  say  that  it  has  progressed  most  satisfactorily  in  the 
town,  and  has  aroused  very  considerable  interest  in  alt 
parts  of  the  country.  It  seems  certain  that  many  of  the 
ideas  elaborated  in  this  scheme  will  find  their  place  in  the 
pending  legislation  for  control  of  catering  establishments. 
I think  that  very  considerable  credit  is  due  to  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  initiation  of  this  scheme  and  for 
the  work  and  thought  that  he  has  put  into  it. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  that  the  work  of  the 
department  has  not  lessened,  and  has  been  carried  out  to 
the  utmost  of  the  ability  of  all  the  staff.  I do  not  think 
that  the  people  of  Guildford  realise  that  their  Health 
Department  leaves  very  few  things  undone  which  might 
benefit  their  welfare. 

F.  A.  M.  RELAM,  T.D.,  M.l).,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres):  7,173. 

Registrar’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population,  mid-1948: 
" 45,820. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  (end  of  1948), 
according  to  the  Rate  Rooks:  12,079. 

Rateable  Value  on  December  31st,  1948:  £530,939. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (as  1st  April,  1948): 
£2,126. 


EXTRACTS 


Live  Eirths — 

M. 

F. 

/ 

Total  

. . 391 

384 

I 

j 

j 

Legitimate  . . . 

366 

357 

Illegitimate  ... 

. . . 25 

27 

1 

Still  Births— 

Total  

5 

7 

Legitimate  . . . 

5 

t 

- 

Illegitimate  ...  . 

— 

— 

i 

Deaths — Totals  ... 

..  241 

275 

1 

i 

FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Birtli  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident 
population,  16.90. 


Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 
still  births),  33.03. 


Death  Rate  per 
the  estimated 


1,000  of 
resident 


The  Birth  Rate  has  shown  a further  considerable  drop, 
and  has  now  fallen  to  16.9,  which  is  well  below  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  17.9.  I do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  doubt  that  this  is  due  to  deliberate  curtailment 
of  families.  The  ephemeral  increase  which  followed  upon 
the  demobilisation  of  the  Armed  Forces  was  the  natural 
result  of  the  reunion  of  families  after,  perhaps,  years  of 
separation.  Rut  now  the  housing  shortage  causing 
overcrowding  in  so  many  homes,  the  fact  that  a 
young  couple  cannot  get  a home  for  themselves, 
and  the  serious  economic  factor — all  contribute  to  this 
result.  In  spite  of  fixed  prices  for  certain  rationed  foods, 
the  prices  of  other  essential  items,  such  as  vegetables  and 
fish,  are  three  and  four  times  above  pre-war  levels.  On 
all  sides  the  young  married  woman  sees  the  difficulties 
which  children  unwittingly  bring  with  them.  This  is 
most  unfortunate,  as  the  other  side  of  the  picture — the 
joys  of  parenthood — is  not  appreciated  until  perhaps  too 
late. 
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The  low  Birth  Rate  does  mean,  however,  that  every 
birth  is  thereby  all  the  more  precious,  and  the  child 
should  receive  the  best  care  and  attention  from  the  earliest 
age.  This  the  Health  Service  endeavours  to  assist  in 
acquiring. 

The  Death  Rate  of  11.26  fortunately  shows  a slight  fall 
upon  that  of  last  year.  It  is,  however,  much  above  that 
of  the  country  as  a whole.  Once  again  the  deaths  ascribed 
to  Guildford  by  the  Registrar-General  and  those  which  are 
traceable  in  local  death  returns  and  inward  transfers  of 
Guildford  residents  who  die  elsewhere  are  irreconcilable. 
This  year  14  more  deaths  are  assigned  to  Guildford  than 
we  have  recorded. 

The  causes  of  death  are  much  as  usual.  A preponder- 
ance of  deaths  ascribed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circu- 
latory system,  including  intracranial  vascular  lesions, 
included  most  of  the  deaths  of  those  over  65.  Out  of  a 
total  of  502  deaths,  323  were  in  those  over  65,  giving  a 
percentage  of  64.3.  The  number  of  deaths  have  actually 
fallen,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Registrar- 
General  has  seen  fit  to  lower  the  figure  of  estimated 
population  for  1948  to  45,820  from  the  47,020  of  1947, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Guildford  residents 
holding  ration  books  in  October,  1948,  was  47,575.  Using 
this  population  figure  would  have  given  a death  rate 
of  10.8,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  England  and 
Wales.  Cancer  caused  the  next  largest  number  of  deaths, 
but  again  the  number  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  of 
1947,  being  102  each  year.  The  deaths  from  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulation,  with  intracranial  vascular 
lesions,  in  1947  were  241,  and  in  1948  245.  Thus,  despite 
the  raised  death  rate,  actual  deaths  remain  much  the 
same. 

Only  in  tuberculosis  is  there  an  increase  from  15  in  1947 
to  25  in  1948.  The  cause  of  this  will  be  discussed  else- 
where. 

Care  of  the  Old  People.  The  work  described  at  length 
in  my  last  Report  stilt  continues  to  be  carried  out.  The 
26  new  bungalows  therein  mentioned  are  nearing  comple- 
tion, and  will  be  a most  valuable  provision.  The  Health 
Visitors  are  making  as  many  visits  as  possible  to  the  old 
folk  in  their  districts. 

The  hostel  in  Merrow  has  now  been  opened  and  is 
starting  to  fill  a real  need.  It  already  has  its  first  residents. 
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The  Meals-on-Wheels  Service  of  the  W.V.S.  still  func- 
tions, and  an  average  of  50  a day  are  being  served  on 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  and  30  on  the  other  three  days, 
totalling  190  meals  per  week.  This  service  covers  the 
whole  town  meals  being  supplied  from  the  Civic 
Restaurant.  A daily  mileage  of  about  16  miles  is  covered 
by  the  vans.  Names  of  those  requiring  this  service  are 
supplied  by  doctors  and  hospital  almoners  on  personal 
application. 

Enfant! ie  Mortality.  There  were  26  deaths  of  children 
under  12  months  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  29 
in  1947;  of  these  six  died  from  premature  birth  and  15 
from  congenital  defect,  birth  injury  or  infantile  disease, 
three  died  from  pneumonia,  one  from  infantile  diarrhoea, 
and  one  from  otitis  media.  An  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
33  per  1,000  live  births  compares  favourably  with  the  34 
for  the  county  as  a whole.  Ages  at  death  were  one  each 
at  15  minutes,  five  hours,  nine  hours;  12  hours,  14  hours, 
19  hours;  two  at  one  day;  four  at  two  days;  two  each  at 
three  and. four  days;  one  at  one  week;  two  each  at  two 
months  and  three  months;  one  at  five  months;  two  at 
seven  months.  One  infant  death  could  not  be  found  in 
local  records. 

Neonatal  mortality  thus  accounted  for  17  of  the  26 
deaths.  Again,  as  usual,  all  these  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity  or  congenital  conditions.  As  these  deaths  are 
65  per  cent,  of  the  total,  anything  which  can  be  done  to 
prevent  them  should  be  done.  My  Report  of  1946  outlined 
current  suggestions  to  this  end,  which,  in  brief,  are  closer 
antenatal  and  intranatal  care,  as  stillbirths  are  caused  by 
much  the  same  deleterious  conditions,  and  our  stillbirth 
rate  is  0.26  per  1,000  population.  Other  preventive 
measures  are  increased  care  of  the  premature  infant  and 
prevention  of  infection.  All  but  four  of  the  infant  deaths 
took  place  in  hospital  or  nursing  home,  which  places  the 
whole  responsibility  for  preventing  these  infant  deaths 
upon  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  under  whose  care 
mother  and  infant  are.  Such  antenatal  advice  as  may  be 
given  will,  of  course,  be  supplemented  by  practical  sug- 
gestions as  to  its  implementation  by  the  health  visitor. 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  | per  f Total  Births:  Abortion  with  sepsis— 0.1 1 Abortion  without  Sepsis — 0.05 
England  & Wales  as  follows: — I 1,000  1 Puerperal  Infection — 0.13  Other  Maternal  Causes — 0.73 

Guildford:  Other  Maternal  Causes — 1.27 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

On  July  5th,  1948,  Dr.  Rachael  Halperin,  the  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Guildford,  was  transferred 
to  the  staff  of  the  County  Council  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
practically  the  whole  of  her  work  was  concerned  with 
school  medical  and  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

The  work  was  unaffected  by  this  change,  as  Dr. 
Crowley  and  Dr.  Halperin  had  already  divided  the  work 
between  them  on  the  latter’s  appointment. 

Guildford  ceased  to  have  a Deputy  Medical  Officer,  and 
arrangements  we  re  made  for  a Divisional  Medical  Officer 
of  the  County  Council  to  act  as  deputy  when  required. 

Health  Visitors.  All  the  Guildford  Health  Visitors 
became  County  Council  officers  on  July  5th.  On  October 
31st  the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  Miss  E.  M.  Smith,  resigned 
her  post  for  domestic  reasons.  Her  services  for  20  years, 
in  Guildford  have  been  very  much  appreciated,  and  the 
fact  that  she  was  unable  to  carry  on  until  compulsory 
retirement  on  superannuation  became  obligatory  is  very 
much  deplored.  Her  knowledge  of  Guildford  people  and 
their  problems  is  unrivalled,  and  her  unspectacular, 
efficient,  conscientious  services  wilt  be  much  missed. 

Miss  Cheverton  was  appointed  to  fill  the  post  vacated  by 
Miss  Fiddes  in  November,  1947.  She  assumed  duty  on 
January  12th,  1948.  The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is 
carried  on  much  as  before,  but  additional  duties,  involv- 
ing supervision  of  mental  defectives,  have  also  been  laid 
upon  them. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year  the  municipal 
pathological  and  bacteriological  work  was  carried  out  at 
the  laboratory  of  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital.  The 
number  of  specimens  examined  were  as  follows: — 


Swabs  for  Klebs  Loeffier  bacilli  146 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococi  128 

Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina  ...■ 23 

Swabs  for  Gonococci  5 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  bacilli  25 

Stools  for  organisms 11 

Stools  for  Giardia  Lambda  8 
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Blood  for  Wasserman  reaction  182 

Blood  for  Haemoglobin  estimation  183 

Blood  for  Grouping 185 

Blood  for  Rhesus  factor 201 

Blood  for  miscellaneous  test  2 

Miscellaneous  examinations  4 


Ambulance  Work.  The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade., 
as  usual,  rendered  the  most  valuable  work  during  the 
year.  The  Corps  numbers  185  members. 

The  Corps  provides  long-distant  transport  and  transport 
to  and  from  home  and  hospital;  in  1948  4,496  cases  were 
dealt  with.  The  members  also  made  21  attendances  at 
the  clinics,  and  performed  534  hours  of  duty  at  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital.  Over  500  medical  comforts  were 
issued  during  the  year. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Chaplin,  County  Staff  Officer  in  Charge,  con- 
tinues to  direct  the  Corps’  activities  in  a keen  and  efficient 
manner.  The  transport  and  accident  service  was  taken 
over  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  on  July  5th,  1948, 
and  is  supervised  by  Transport  Superintendent  Major 
Johnson. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  The  excellent  work  carried  out 
by  the  Guildford  Queen’s  District  Nursing  Association  is 
very  well  shown  by  their  report  for  1948  printed  herein.. 
A very  difficult  situation  for  them  arose  after  July  5th,  in 
that  the  Jarvis  Maternity  Home  was  transferred  to  the 
South-Western  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but 
the  District  Nurses  were  not,  and  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Surrey  County  Council.  Owing  to  the  financial  and 
technical  difficulties  thus  produced  and  the  fact  that  staffs 
of  home  and  district  occupied  the  same  home  and  shared 
the  same  food,  etc.,  the  financial  responsibility  for  all 
expenses  was  temporarily  assumed  by  the  Hospital  Board. 
So  that  up  to  the  present  time  the  work  has  been  carried 
on  as  before.  All  balances  accruing  to  the  Queen’s  Nurses 
were  frozen  on  July  5th,  so  that,  had  the  above  arrange- 
ment not  been  made,  the  situation  would  have  been  im- 
possible. However,  the  table  shows  that  work  has  not 
suffered  and  has  been  as  faithfullv  and  conscientiouslv 

o 

performed  as  ever. 
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Children  Under  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queen’s  Nurses 

Transferred 


No.  Of 

Visits 

to 

Cases. 

Paid. 

Hospital. 

Measles 

5 

26 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Diarrhoea  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

50 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  

99 

645 

7 

Totals 

107 

721 

7 

Children  Over  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queen’s 

Nurses 

Transferred 

No.  Of 

Visits 

to 

Cases. 

Paid. 

Hospital. 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  

52 

358 

1 

Totals 

53 

360 

1 

The  Maternity  Work  carried  out 

in  the  15  beds  offered 

by  the  Jarvis  Home  is  included  in 

the  following 

table: — 

Midwifery 

179 

Maternity  Cases 

79 

Visits  to  the  Homes  of  the  Mothers  . . 

83 

Maternity  Cases 

16 

Number  of  Ante-natal  Sessions 

97 

Number  of  Attendances 

248 

Number  of  New  Bookings — 

District 109 

Maternity  Home 313 

Number  of  Municipal  Ante-natal  Clinics  ...  44 

Number  of  Mothers  taken  to  Municipal  Ante- 
natal Clinics  473 

Number  of  Municipal  Post-natal  Clinics  ...  36 

Number  of  Mothers  taken 129 


Responsibility  for  the  Mobile  Physiotherapy  Van  was 
also  tentatively  assumed  by  the  Hospital  Board,  and  a 
good  volume  of  work  in  the  homes  has  been  carried  out, 
which  has  been  of  the  greatest  use  to  those  suffering  from 
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rheumatism  and  arthritis.  It  will  be  a great  pity  if  it  is 
found  impossible  to  continue  this  work  in  the  future.  The 
work  done  during  1948  was  as  follows: — 

Number  of  visits  for  year 1,836 

Average  per  month 153 

Average  per  week 38 

Average  per  day 7 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  162 

Average  number  of  visits  per  case 11 

Fees  received  during  the  year  ...  £280. 


The  chief  conditions  treated  were: — 


Fibrositis 33 

Osteo-arthritis 23 

Rheumatoid  arthritis 17 

Hemiplegia 16 

Lumbago 14 

Other  conditions 59 


Treatments  given  were:  Massage,  Passive  movement. 
Active  exercise,  re-education,  Infra-Red,  Ultra- 
Violet,  Faradism,  Galvanism,  Wax  baths. 


Maternity  Provision.  Eighty  Maternity  Beds  are  pro- 
vided at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  which  passed  under  the 
control  of  the  Hospital  Board  on  July  5th.  At  this  Hospital 
a total  of  866  births  took  place  in  1948,  of  which  310  were 
to  residents  and  556  to  non-residents. 

Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home  offers  28  beds,  and  a 
total  of  423  births  took  place  there,  of  which  134  were  to 
residents  and  289  to  non-residents. 


At  the  15  beds  of  the  Jarvis  Home  there  were  78  births 
to  non-residents  and  174  to  residents.  Three  births  to 
residents  occurred  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital. 

Thus,  of  institutional  births  there  were  1,544  (621  resi- 
dents and  923  non-residents) . In  1947  resident  births  were 
only  half  those  of  non-resident.  It  still  behoves  expectant' 
mothers  to  book  a bed  early. 

Home  and  Domestic  Help  Service.  During  1948  the 
above  service  flourished  and  increased  in  popularity. 
After  July,  Miss  Rodd  was  transferred  to  the  County 
Council,  and  was  in  due  course  appointed  Divisional 
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'Organiser  for  the  South-Western  Area.  For  the  first  six 
months  as  Borough  Organiser  the  work  done  was  as 
follows: — 


New  Applicants 

Total  for 
Scheme. 

During 

Month. 

Applied  for 
particulars. 

January  . 

. ...  15 

159 

1,940 

105 

February 

...  28 

187 

2,315f 

111 

M arch 

. ...  19 

206 

2,8181 

113 

April  ...  . 

. ...  20 

226 

1,9901 

120 

May  

....  22 

248 

2,009* 

134 

June  

. ...  19 

267 

2,267-1 

146 

People  suited 

Total 

Total  for 

People 

during  Month. 

people  suited. 

Scheme. 

available. 

January  .. 

. ...  12 

130 

11,445 

40 

February  . 

16 

146 

13,760f 

40 

March  ...  . 

20 

166 

17,579 

38 

April  

. ...  14 

180 

19,5691 

36 

May  

. ...  20 

200 

21,578-i 

40 

June  ...  . 

14 

214 

23,846 

35 

The  value  of  this  Service  was  explained  at  length  in  my 
last  Report.  It  continues  to  deal  with  an  increasing  num- 
ber of  needy  cases,  in  especiallly  the  aged,  whose  need  is 
very  obvious. 

•j 

Ministry  of  Health  Sick  Bay,  BriarfielcJ,  Guildford.  The 

value  of  this  14-bedded  sick  bay  was  described  at  length 
in  my  last  Report.  Owing  to  the  little  use  made  of  it, 
however,  and  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  by  the  owner 
for  its  release  from  requisition,  the  Sick  Bay  was  closed 
on  July  5th.  During  the  six  months  of  1948  it  was  open 
the  cases  dealt  with  were  as  follows: — 

Impetigo  1,  influenza  7,  measles  and  chicken-pox  1, 
guardia  lamblia  infection  2,  jaundice  3,  mumps  2, 
measles  1,  rubella  2,  whooping  cough  6 — a total  of  25. 

Immediately  after  closure  the  house  wxis  re-requisitioned 
for  housing  purposes. 

Gli  nics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Clinic  Sessions  were 
as  follows  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare) : — 

ARUNDEL  HOUSE,  STOKE  ROAD. 

Tuesday  morning,  Wednesday  and  Friday  after- 
noons. 

NORTH  ROAD,  STOUGHTON. 

Monday  morning,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  after- 
noons. 
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YILL  \GE  MALL,  MERKOW. 

First  and  Third  Monday  afternoons. 

IU  KPIIAM  VILLAGE  HALL. 

Second  and  Fourth.  Monday  afternoons. 

ONSLOW  SCHOOL. 

S atu  rd  ay  mo  rn  i n gs . 

As  suggested  in  my  1947  Report,  the  Burpham  Clinic 
was  closed  down  on  J une  30th  owing  to  the  drop  in  num- 
bers and  the  desirability  of  opening  a new  Clinic  at  West- 
borough.  But  on  July  5th  all  these  Clinics  came  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions  of 
the.  National  Health  Service  Act.  All  figures  hereunder 
given  are  therefore  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 

v_J  C/ 

only. 

Kj 

At  Stoughton  Clinic  the  Sunray  Lamp  was  used  during 
the  winter  months  to  tone  up  the  children,  and  61  children 
made  517  attendances. 


Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Attendances 
(to  July  4th,  1948,  only) 


Date. 

Sessions. 

Ante-Natal. 
New.  Old. 

Post-Natal. 
New.  Old. 

Gynaeco- 
logical. 
New.  Old. 

Blood 

Tests. 

January  ... 

...  8 ... 

25 

37  ... 

19 

2 ... 

1 

— 

...  28 

February  . . . 

...  6 ... 

14 

30  ... 

10 

5 ... 

2 

— 

...  20 

March  

...  7 ... 

11 

31  ... 

13 

6 ... 

3 

1 

...  15 

April  

...  7 ... 

13 

38  ... 

21 

13  ... 

— 

2 

...  16 

May 

...  7 ... 

19 

31  ... 

8 

10  ... 

1 

2 

...  19 

June  

...  5 ... 

17 

29  ... 

7 

— 

2 

2 

...  16 

Totals 

40 

99 

196 

78 

36 

9 

7 

114 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
(Period  January  to  June  only) 

Columns  numbered  as  follows:  i,  Arundel  House;  ii,  Stoughton; 
iii.  Merrow;  iv,  Burpham;  v,  Onslow — vi.  Totals. 


1 

11 

m 

IV 

V 

VI 

Number  of  Sessions 

Number  of  Doctors’  Ses- 

78 

.77 

11 

12 

25  . 

,..  213 

sions 

78 

75 

11 

9 

20  . 

...  193 

Number  on  Register  at 
beginning  of  year: — 
Children  over  1 year  ... 

400 

361 

67 

24 

76 

...  928 

Children  under  1 year  ... 

307 

327 

48 

18 

70 

...  770 

Totals  . . . 

707 

688 

115 

42 

146 

1,698 

Number  on  Register  at 
end  of  year:— 

Children  over  1 year  ... 

502 

496 

84 

30 

114 

...  1226 

Children  under  1 year 

205 

192 

31 

12 

32 

...  472 

Totals 

707 

688 

115 

42 

146 

1,698 

16 


Attendances 


Children  over  1 year 

2243 

1086 

275 

142 

224 

...  3970 

Children  under  1 year 

2534 

2333 

172 

61 

408 

...  5508 

Totals  . . . 

4,777 

3,419 

447 

203 

632 

9,478 

Average  Attendances : — 

Per  Child  

6.7 

4.9 

3.7 

4.8 

4.3 

...  5.5 

Per  Session  ...  

Numbers  attending  for 

61.2 

44.4 

40.6 

16.9 

25.2 

...  23.1 

first  time: — 

Children  over  1 year  ... 

53 

64 

11 

7 

6 

...  141 

Children  under  1 year 

141 

186 

21 

13 

32 

...  393 

Totals  . . . 

194 

250 

32 

20. 

38 

534 

Interviews  with  Doctor 

Children  over  1 year  ... 

966 

630 

123 

50 

134 

...  1903 

Children  under  1 year 

1417 

1233 

93 

41 

229 

...  3013 

Totals  . . . 

2,383 

1,863 

216 

91 

363 

4,916 

Average  Interviews  per 

Session  

30.5 

24.8 

19.6 

10.1 

18.1 

...  25.4 

Day  Nurseries.  The  Okewood  Nursery  was  taken  over 
by  the  Surrey  County  Council  on  July  5th.  Staff  re- 
mained the  same.  The  attendances  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year  were  as  follows  (all  children  being-  under  two 
years) : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March. 

April 

May. 

June. 

Number 

on  Register  . . . 

32 

30 

34 

33 

34 

34 

Number 

under  9 months 

5 

4 

6 

5 

4 

4 

Number 

9 — 15  months 

5 

9 

8 

12 

9 

10 

Number 

15 — 21  months 

22 

17 

20 

11 

21 

20 

Average 

attendance 

23 

21 

28 

24 

24 

29 

Illegitimate  

4 

4 

5 

6 

5 

6 

Waiting 

List 

8 

— 

2 

4 

6 

5 

The  majority  of  mothers  were,  of  necessity,  employed 
due  to  poor  financial  circumstances  (many  being  un- 
married) . 

Though  available  for  use,  the  Nursery  is  not  used  on 
Saturdays.  The  small  waiting  list  is  for  the  most  part 
composed  of  those  children  not  yet  ready  to  enter  whose 
mothers  have  “booked  them.” 

A mid-morning  drink  with  a good  midday  meal  was 
provided  at  a charge  of  is.  per  day. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Figures  for  1948. 

The  year  has  been  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  part 
— January  to  July  5th— was  under  the  Guildford  Author- 
ity; the  second  part  was  under  the  authority  of  the  County 
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Council,  which  took  over  the  work  from  Guildford  on 
July  5th. 

Stoke  ROad.  North  Road. 
Jan. — July.  Jan. — July. 


Number  of  Sessions 33  33 

New  Patients 84  70 

Subsequent  attendances  176  195 

Total  attendances 260  265 

Inspections 84  70 

Fillings — Permanent  Teeth  25  64 

Temporary  Teeth  37  17 

Extracts — Permanent  Teeth  225  278 

Temporary  Teeth 87  18 

Anaesthetics — Local 22  12 

General  64  44 

Dentures — Partial  — - — 

Full  10  25 

Patients  awaiting  Dentures  

Patients’,  treatment: — 

Complete 84  70 

Incomplete  — 


Tuberculosis.— 1 . Dispensary.  Sessions  at  the  County 
Dispensary,  Tower  House,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford,  re- 
main as  before:  Monday  and  Wednesday,  2 — 4 p.m. ; 
Friday,  10 — 12  noon. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Cooper,  visits  cases  too 
ill  to  attend  on  the  request  of  the  practitioner  in  charge. 

2.  Mass  Radiography.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  Guildford  for  a fortnight  in  August,  1948.  Par- 
ticulars of  the  work  done  by  the  Unit  are  as  follows :- 

Total  number  X-rayed  (divided  into  sex  and  age 


groups) 

...  2,533. 

Age  Group. 

Males. 

Females 

14  years  

129 

112 

15 — 24  years  

254 

485 

25 — 34  years  

303 

271 

35 — 44  years  

241 

232 

45 — 59  years  

201 

196 

60  years  and  over  ... 

61 

48 

Totals  ... 

1,189 

1,344 
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ABNORMALITIES  DISCOVERED. 

Number  with  non-tuberculous  conditions  found  after 

large  film  examination 22 

Number  with  cardiovascular  conditions  found  after 

large  film  examination i() 

Number  of  previously  known  cases  of  pulmonary 

tuberculosis nil 

Number  of  newly  discovered  cases  of  active  pul- 
monary tuberculosis 4 

Number  of  cases  of  inactive  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

confirmed 41 

Number  of  cases  undiagnosed  but  still  under  observa- 
tion   8 

(1  nature  of  opacity?  6,  active  pulmonary  16, 

1 bronchiectasis.) 


3.  Incidence  of  the  Disease.  The  numbers  on  the 
Register  continue  to  increase,  and  in  1948  there  were  384, 
as  against  374  in  1947.  Of  these,  188  males  and  113 
females  were  pulmonary,  and  40  males  and  43,  females 
non-pulmonary.  The  deaths  also  in  1948  are  almost  double 
what  they  were  in  1947.  The  reasons  for  this  increased 
morbidity  and  mortality  are  not  far  to  seek. 

There  are  in  their  homes  to-day  an  ever-increasing  num- 
her  of  actively  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis.  These  persons  are  generally  living  in 
overcrowded  houses  with,  perhaps,  a bed  to  themselves, 
but  not  often  a separate  room.  They  have  not  been  in 
a sanatorium,  and  therefore  have  not  been  taught  the 
special  way  of  life  which  it  is  essential  a person  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  should  learn  in  order  to 
avoid  infecting  others. 

The  present  rations,  being  totally  insufficient  in  first- 
class  protein  and  fat,  are  quite  unable  to  strengthen  the 
patient  to  recover  from,  or  his  contacts  to  resist,  infection. 

The  result  is  notification  after  notification  from  the 
same  household  of  infection  of  brothers,  sisters,  and  chil- 
dren. It  used  to  be  thought  impossible,  or  at  least  unusual, 
for  a child  of  tender  years  to  contact  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. Present  experience  is  proving  that  more  children 
are  being  infected  in  this  way. 

The  cause  of  non-removal  to  sanatorium  of  infectious 
cases,  or  their  too  rapid  return  home  while  still  infectious, 
is  due  to  the  shortage  of  beds. 
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This,  again,  is  due  to  shortage  of  staff.  Many  equipped 
beds  are  there  unstaffed.  Nurses  cannot  be  obtained  for 
sanatoria.  Why? 

(1)  The  work  is  very  onerous. 

(2)  The  nursing  of  infectious  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  highly  dangerous,  and  nurse  after  nurse  is  to- 
day contracting  the  disease. 

(3)  The  feeding  of  nurses  in  sanatoria  is  often  insuf- 
ficient to  give  them  the  stamina  to  resist  infection. 

(4)  The  fact  that  there  are  too  few  nurses  increases 
the  work  of  those  at  present  on  the  staff. 

Unless  conditions  of  nursing  are  improved  in  all 
respects — and  financial  is  only  one — then  tuberculosis  will 
continue  to  spread  in  the  country.  This  follows  a period 
when  it  was  hopefully  thought  the  disease  was  coming- 
under  control  and  had  ceased  to  be  the  “Captain  of  the 
Men  of  Death”  it  used  to  be  called. 

The  statements  I have  made  are  endorsed  in  all  or  many 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Tuberculosis.  100,000  active  cases  at  one  time  in  the 
country.  Of  all  notified  cases,  50  per  cent,  die  in  ten 
years  on  an  average. 

There  are  20,000  Tuberculosis  deaths  yearly. 

4.  Tuberculosis  After  Care.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
claims  on  the  funds  of  the  above  Committee  have  been 
frequent  owing  to  the  increased  incidence  of  the  disease 
and  the  high  prices  of  food  and  clothing.  Again  receipts 
from  Christmas  Seal  Sales  fell,  and  1948  produced  only 
£62  3s.  3d.  A grant  from  the  County  Council  of  £25 
added  to  the  funds,  and  a balance  of  £156  13s.  8d.  remains 
in  the  Bank  at  the  end  of  the  year.  £104  was  spent  on 
pocket  money,  clothing,  bedding,  summer  camps,  etc.  The 
fund  is  still  doing  most  useful  work,  which  is  keenly 
appreciated  by  the  recipients  of  aid. 

Venereal  Diseases.  The  County  Council  Clinic  was  held 
at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  on  T&«ifcdays  and 
Fridays  from  5 — 7 p.m.  for  males,  and  Mondays  from 
H-  2 to  7 p.m.,  and  Thursdays  9.30 — 11.30  a.m.,  for  females. 
Contacts  are  dealt  with  from  these  clinics. 

Notification  of  Births.  During  1948,  387  male  and  377 
female  births  were  notified  to  residents — a total  of  764. 
This  is  60  less  than  in  1947. 
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There  were  12  still-births  (8  in  1947),  five  male  and 
seven  female. 

Of  these  notified  births,  those  of  residents  took  place  at 


the  following  places:— 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital  ...  316 

Mount  Alvernia ...  134 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  ...  174 

Queen’s  District  Nurses  35 

Private  nurses  100 

Doctors 5 

Of  the  births  to  non-residents  in  Guildford  the  venues 
were: — 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital 556 

Mount  Alvernia 289 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses 78 

Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  3 

Doctors 3 

Home 1 


These  figures  give  a total  of  764  births  to  residents  and 
930  to  non-residents — again  a striking  preponderance  of 
the  latter.  This  once  more  indicates  the  necessity  for  earlv 

*j 

booking  of  a bed  for  a confinement. 

The  Registrar-General  assigns  391  male  and  384  female 
births  to  Guildford.  This  indicates  that  11  more  births 
were  registered  than  were  notified.  775  registered  and 
764  notified.  This  is  noticeably  less  than  the  discrepancy 
between  these  figures  of  1947,  when  it  was  35,  but,  again, 
it  is  probably  due  to  the  notification  of  a large  number  of 
births  which  are  not  registerable  in  Guildford,  or  the  11 
births  took  place  to  Guildford  residents  confined  outside 
the  borough. 

Child  Life  Protection.  No  proceedings  were  taken  under 
the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933,  during  1948. 

The  whole  procedure  of  supervision  of  children  has  been 
altered  by  recent  legislation,  and  though  Health  Visitors 
still  visit  children  under  five  and  school  children  for  de- 
fects, the  visitation  of  children  for  adoption  or  in  foster 
care  is  in  the  hands  of  special  Children’s  Officers.  Liaison 
is  maintained  with  these  by  the  Health  Visitors  so  that  all 
information  available  may  be  readily  accessible. 

There  were  24  foster  children  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1948,  and  20  foster-mothers  were  registered.  33  first 
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and  135  subsequent  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors.. 
Close  touch  is  also  maintained  with  the  Inspector  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C.,  who  frequently  receives  reports  concerning 
children  in  the  area  from  interested  persons.  A cross- 
check of  such  reports  with  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  Health  Visitor  is  often  most  useful.  Complaints  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  receives  may  often  be  found  ground- 
less, or  much  exaggerated.  Again,  for  the  really  recalci- 
trant cases,  the  assistance  of  the  Inspector  is  most  useful 
to  persuade  the  few  parents  involved  to  care  for  their 
children  satisfactorily. 

Hospital  Provision.  By  the  kind  assistance  of  the 
South-West  Regional  Metropolitan  Hospital  Board,  I am 
able  to  give  information  concerning  all  the  hospitals  in 
the  Guildford  Group,  which  I hope  will  be  of  value.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  hospitals  were  taken  over  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  July  5th,  1948,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

ST.  LUKE’S  HOSPITAL. 

Total  bed  complement 404 

Number  temporarily  unavailable  26 

Daily  occupation 

Average  over  year 303 

Highest 320 

Lowest 276 

Number. of  patients  discharged  during 

year 5,385 

Average  length  of  stay  days  18.5 

Guildford  Borough  admissions,  apprx.  1,950 
Out-Patients: — 

Number  of  new  patients  6,263 

Total  attendances  27,225 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES 

All  these  services  passed  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council  on  July  5th,  and  Mrs.  Kear  then  ceased  to  be 
Inspector  of  Midwives.  The  Report  is  therefore  for  six 
months  only. 

Twenty-six  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tice during  1948.  Of  these  six  were  Queen’s  midwives  and 
five  were  private  midwives  working  in  the  town.  The 
remaining  15  midwives  are  employed  at  the  Mount 
Alvernia  Nursing  Home. 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives  made  12  routine  and  14 
special  visits  during  1948,  classified  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Midwife. 

Routine. 

Special. 

Independent  

. . . 

2 

. . . 

1 

Mount  Alvernia  ... 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Queen’s  District  Nurses 

3 

1 

2 

Patients  at  home  . . . 

6 

Medical  Aids, 

1948, 

Analysis  of  the  Medical  Aid 

[ Forms 

receive* 

1 is  a 

tabulated:- — - 

Residents. 

Non-Residents. 

Not 

Not 

Service.  Paying. 

Paying. 

Paying, 

Paying. 

Total. 

Mount  Alvernia  ...  — 

10 

— 

— 

10 

Jarvis  Home  39 

31 

— 

— 

70 

Queen’s  District  ...  — 

— 

1 

12  ... 

13 

Independent 

Mid  wives  ...  — 

— 

— 

5 ... 

5 

Totals  ...  39 

41 

1 

17 

98 

During  the  ten  years  of  her  service  as  Inspector  of  Mid- 
wives Mrs.  Kear  has  carried  out  her  work  conscientiously 
and  well  with  the  least  possible  friction.  It  seems  a pity 
that  she  could  not  be  permitted  to  continue,  but  an 
appointment  was  made  to  cover  the  whole  South-Western 
Divisional  area. 

Health  Visiting.  The  Health  Visitors  were  taken  over 
bv  the  Countv  Council  on  July  5th,  1948. 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  post  vacant  at  the  end  of  194? 
was  filled  in  January,  1948,  so  that  throughout  the  year 
the  full  complement  of  six  Health  Visitors  was  working. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  when  the  Health 
Visitors  were  employed  by  the  Corporation,  they  paid 
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2,976  visits  to  infants  and  4,721  to  toddlers,  as  well  as  286 
ante-natal  visits.  The  latter  visits  are  especially  impor- 
tant, in  view  of  die  neo-natal  deaths,  to  ensure  that  in  the 
home  all  satisfactory  provision  for  the  new  baby  is  made 
and  any  recommendation  from  the  doctors  is  carried  out. 
The  importance  of  a visit  to  the  home  lies  in  the  training 
which  (he  Health  Visitor  has  had  in  improvisation  so  that 
she  can  advise  Hie  mother  how  to  adapt  her,  probably, 
overcrowded  home  for  the  purpose  required.  Advice  given 
by  the  doctor  the  mother  may  think  impossible  to  carry 
out  with  the  limited  resources  at  her  disposal.  The  Health 
Visitor  can  correct  all  this  and  show  her  how,  by  impro- 
visations, the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  effect  is  obtained. 

Work  Carried  Out  by  Health  Visitors. 

The  following  work,  additional  to  the  above,  was  also 


carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors: — 

Attendances  at  minor  ailment  clinics  318 

Attendances  at  School  Medical  Officer’s  clinics  117 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease: — 

Under  five  years 207 

Over  five  years 361 

Adult 8 

Visits  to  foster-children 168 

Home  visits  to  elementary  school  children  ...  228 

Home  visits  to  nursery  school  children 20 

Visits  to  elementary  schools  323 

Visits  to  nursery  schools ...  148 


Care  of  Premature  Infants.  Special  equipment,  consist- 
ing of  a draught-proof  cot  with  detachable  lining,  ther- 
mometers, and  mucus  catheters,  is  available  at  Arundel 
House,  Stoke  Road,  Guildford.  During  1948  the  follow- 
ing numbers  of  babies  were  born  to  residents  and  notified 
as  premature,  he.,  under  5 Jib.  at  birth: — 

Born  and  nursed  entirely  at  home 1 

Born  in  hospital 7 

Died  during  the  first  24  hours 3 

Survived  at  the  end  of  one  month 5 

Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes.  During  1948  the  West- 
field  Nursing  Home  was  again  closed  as  from  April.  No 
further  patients  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  understood 
that  the  Home  wi  1 1 not  be  re-opened.  This  leaves  only  two 
registered  Nursing  Homes — The  Mount  Alvernia  and  the 
.Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses.  The  former  remains 


under  the  supervision  of  the  Corporation  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  having  obtained  exemption  from  trans- 
fer to  the  Minister  of  Health 

The  latter  was  transferred  to  the  Minister  on  July  5th, 
and  is  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  South-West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

At  the  Mount  Alvernia  are  27  general  and  27  maternity 
beds,  and  during  1948  792  general  and  423  maternity 
patients  were  dealt  with  in  this  Home. 

The  work  done  at  the  Jarvis  Home  is  included  in  the 
maternity  figures.  258  women  were  confined  at  this  home 
during  the  year  in  the  15  maternity  beds  offered.  Four 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  these  Homes  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,,  registers  checked,  and  condi- 
tions enquired  into.  No  fault  could  be  found. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Isolation  Hospital  provision  remains  unaltered — at 
Ottershaw  and  Farnham  Isolation  Hospitals.  Notification 
of  admissions  is  now  proceeding  satisfactorily,  and  undue 
delay  in  obtaining  this  information  is  thereby  avoided. 
The  final  diagnosis  of  the  case  is  also  of  considerable  value, 
as  it  often  happens  that  a case  is  found  not  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease  with  which  he  had  been  stated  to  be 
affected  on  admission. 

Poliomyelitis.  There  were  two  notifications  of  this 
disease  during  the  year,  both  young  adults.  One  was  a 
boy  of  15  in  August,  and  the  other  a young  mother  of  27 
in  June.  Both  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  had  par- 
alysis; the  young  woman  was  very  severely  affected,  and 
still  requires  the  services  of  a Home  Help  to  look  after  her 
children.  Her  arms  are  paralysed  and  also  her  legs;  she 
is  under  treatment  still  by  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hos- 
pital. The  boy  recovered  quite  satisfactorily. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty-one  notifications  of  this  disease' 
were  received.  Of  these  half  were  treated  in  hospital.  The 
disease  was  mild  in  nature,  and  cases  were  scattered 
throughout  the  year  with  little  evidence  of  case-to-case 
infection. 

Measles.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  children  develop  measles. 

Measles,  though  still  prevalent,  was  not  so  epidemic  as 
in  1947,  less  than  half  the  number  of  cases  being  notified 
— 213  as  against  483.  It  was  responsible  for  one  death. 
Still  no  certain  prophylactic  agent  is  available,  and  all 
that  can  be  done  is  for  the  Health  Visitor  to  call  and  advise 
on  nursing  and  prevention  of  spread  of  infection  so  far  as 
is  possible.  Half  the  patients  were  in  the  5 — 10  years  age 
group. 

Whooping  Gough.  It  has  been  found  that  one  death  in 
1,000  is  the  mortality  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  Cough  occasioned  111  notifications,  as 
against  33  in  1947.  As  in  measles,  the  age  group 
principally  affected  was  the  5 — 10  year  olds;  41  of  the 
notifications  were  in  this  age  group.  Again,  as  in  measles, 
several  babies  under  a year  old  were  affected,  and  practi- 
cally all  the  cases  were  under  10  years  old.  As  this  disease 
frequently  affects  young  children,  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  death,  and  only  one  in  measles,  indicates  pretty  good 
home  nursing,  for  which,  of  course,  chief  credit  can  be 
given  to  the  mother,  but  also  some  must  be  allocated  to 


26 


the  Healtti  Visitors  for  the  valuable  advice  they  gave, 
which  the  mothers  followed  out  to  such  good  purpose. 
Not  one  case  of  whooping  cough  developed  in  any  of  the 
335  children  who  had  been  immunised  by  the  new  prophy- 
lactic described  in  my  last  Report.  This  is  most  satis- 
factory, and  would  seem  to  indicate  pretty  clearly  its 
value.  The  method  of  whooping-cough  immunisation 
adopted  is  as  follows: — 

An  injection  of  10,000  units  of  vaccine  as  prepared  at 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Paddington,  are  given  at  9,  10,  and 
11  months.  Booster  doses  of  the  same  amount  are 
advised  at  2 and  5 years.  No  ill-effects  have  been  re- 
ported. 

Diphtheria.  Deaths  from  this  disease  have  fallen  from 
3,000  to  150  annually.  The  drop  in  mortality  can  be 
attributed  to  the  widespread  use  of  immunisation. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified,  and  no  death 
was  ascribed  to  this  cause.  The  fall  in  incidence 
and  mortality  of  diphtheria  is  definitely  attributable  to 
the  general  acceptance  of  immunisation. 

In  1948,  out  of  a child  population  estimated  to  contain 
3,593  aged  0 — 4 and  5,885  aged  5—14,  1,807  aged  0 — 4 and 
4,925  aged  5 — 14  were  immunised,  giving  percentages  of 
acceptances  of  50.29  and  83.68  respectively — a total  of  71.02 
per  cent,  of  Guildford  children  immunised  against  dipth- 
theria,  or  6,732  out  of  9,478.  The  percentage  of  immunised 
is  thus  rapidly  increasing,  which  is  a cause  for  great  satis- 
faction. To  those  who  have  seen  many  children  dying  of 
diptheria,  as  I have,  it  gives  the  greatest  pleasure  to  realise 
that  this  is  no  longer  possible  except  in  a very  small  per- 
centage of  cases. 

The  parents  of  Guildford  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  good  sense  in  that  they  offer  their  willing  co-opera- 
tion in  getting  their  chidren  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

Typhoid.  There  were  two  cases  of  typhoid  notified;  of 
these  one  was  a soldier  from  the  Middle  East  who  had 
suffered  from  the  disease  there  and  was  notified  because  he 
had  an  abscess  on  his  sternum,  from  which  typhoid 
organism  could  be  cultured.  He  was  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate military  authorities  for  treatment.  The  other  case 
was  a nurse  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  who  had  paratyphoid 
B.  infection.  She  had  been  in  contact  with  a patient  suf- 
fering from  the  disease  nursed  in  her  hospital.  This  was 
probably  the  cause  of  her  infection. 
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Dysentery.  One  child  of  three  was  notified  suffering 
from  this  disease.  It  was  removed  to  hospital,  and  re- 
covered satisfactorily.  No  other  case  was  infected. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  only  four  times,  in  cases 
already  in  hospital. 

VACCINATION.  With  the  passing  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  infantile  vaccination  became  no  longer 
compulsory,  but  could  only  be  carried  out  on  the  voluntary 
desire  of  the  parents.  The  measure  was  taken  largely 
because  so  many  people  were  avoiding  compulsory  vac- 
cination by  conscientious  objection  that  it  was  felt  the  law 
was  becoming  a dead  letter. 

It  seemed  to  me  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  my 
obtaining  figures  showing  the  results  of  compulsory  infan- 
tile vaccination  over  the  last  few  years.  These  have  been 
kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Hill,  lately  Vaccination  Officer  for 
Guildford.  The  figures  are  extremely  interesting,  and 
show  that  for  this  area,  at  any  rate,  conscientious  objec- 
tion did  not  prevent  the  vast  majority  of  infants  being 


accinated.  The  figures  are  as 

follows 

Jan.-June. 

Guildford  Borough. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Vaccination  offered 

1,267 

1,483 

2,010 

693 

Vaccination  accepted 

923 

1,060 

1,461 

512 

Percentages  accepted 

72.85 

71.48 

72.69 

73.88 

The  Act  came  into  force  on  July  5th,  1948.  From  that 
date  the  vaccination  figures,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained, 
were  as  follows: — 

Of  685  births  of  children  who  should  have  been  vac- 
cinated after  July  5th,  only  178  were  vaccinated,  80 
promised,  334  refused,  69  moved,  and  24  babies  were 
stillborn  or  died. 

This  gives  a percentage  of  29  known  to  have  been  vac- 
cinated, or  43.4  per  cent,  if  those  who  gave  promises  are 
added  after  deducting  deaths  and  removals'.  Every  effort 
is  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  explain  the  value  of 
vaccination  and  the  necessity  for  its  being  done  at  a tender 
age,  but  yet  only  two-thirds  of  the  babies  are  being  vac- 
cinated as  were  so  protected  under  the  compulsory  system. 

Vaccinations  are  carried  out  at  the  clinics  or  by  private 
doctors. 


F.  A.  BELAM,  T.D.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  Year  1948, 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 


Disease. 

notified. 

to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  

31 

15 

Typhoid 

2 

>•« 

9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

Pneumonia  

14 

2 

Erysipelas 

6 

— 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

2' 

9 

Kj 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

2 

2 

Measles  

213 

/. 

Whooping  Gough  

1 1 1 

. 

1 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

Totals  .. 

386 

36 

Total  Cases  of  infectious  Diseases 

in 

Age  Groups. 

tH 

Disease.  Z 

c-i  ho  V 

o 

LO  tH 

LO 

r— H 

I 

o 

CNJ 

1 

LO* 

ro 

1 

LO*  LO* 

TT  LO 

1 1 

>• 

o 

' =8 

*■ — ) 1 - 

i — ' T— 1 cu  to 

Scarlet  Fever  2 1 

t-1  5- 

o 

T — ( 

3 

LO 

1 — 1 

1 

CD 

CO 

6 

LO  LO 

to  ^ 

1 2 

LO 

LO 

Typhoid  



. . . 

. . . 

2 



• . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

1 ... 

. . _ 

Pneumonia  2 ...  1 

3 

3 

2 2 

1 

Erysipelas  

Pemphigus 

5 

1 

Neonatorum  2 

. . . 

...  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

...  ... 

1 

1 

...  ... 

. . . 

Measles  7 17  26  22 

31  101 

5 

2 

2 ... 

• . . 

Whooping  Cough  8 11  18  15 

14  41 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

Dysentery  1 



Totals  19  28  47  39 

46  159 

10 

3 

17 

6 10 

2 

Tuberculosis:  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Puimonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

... 

... 

...  ... 

1—5 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

5—10 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

...  ... 

10—15 

1 

1 

* , 

... 

...  ... 

15—20 

1 

... 

. * • 

2 

. . . 

1 

...  ... 

20—25 

4 

3 

... 

1 

... 

...  ... 

25—35 

4 

1 

4 

9 

h*/ 

1 

35—45 

5 

1 

...  . 

• . • 

...  ... 

45 — 55 

9 

1 

...  . 

11 

1 

...  ... 

55—65 

6 

* • • 

...  • 

. • . 

. . • 

...  ... 

65  & over 

2 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

31 

8 

2 

4 

16 

5 

4 — 

Annual  Report 

of  the 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

* 

for  1948. 
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WATER  SUPPLSES 

Guildford’s  water  supply  is  derived  from  three  deep 
bore-holes  in  the  chalk.  The  pumping  stations  are  situate 
as  follows  : — 

1.  Josephs  Road  Pumping  Station. 

2.  Millmead  Pumping  Station. 

3.  Dapdune  Pumping  Station. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948,  the  total 
consumption  of  water  throughout  the  water  area  was 
927,299,000  gallons,  an  average  of  2,540,000  per  day.  The 
average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  in  the 
Borough,  based  on  a population  of  50,000,  was  50.8 
gallons,  the  domestic  consumption  being  37.5  gallons,  and 
the  remaining  13.3  gallons  being  used  for  industrial  and 
other  purposes. 

No  major  extensions  to  water  mains  were  installed 
•during  the  year. 

Ninety-three  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  for 
chemical  analysis,  and  123  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  following  sources  : 

Chemical  Bacteriological 

« Samples.  Samples. 


Ladymead  Pumping  Station  ...  24  25 

Millmead  Pumping  Station  ...  24  43 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station  ...  34  31 

Private  Premises — 

Mains  Supply 10  22 

Deep  Well  1 2 


Totals  ...  93  123 

The  following  is  a summary  of  extracts  taken  from 
reports  on  unsatisfactory  water  samples  taken  from 
sources  other  than  Dapdune  Pumping  Station  during  the 
year  : — 

B. 245/C. 177.  6.8.48. — MILLMEAD  (after  Chlorination).  Water  showed 

very  appreciable  numbers  of  bacteria,  not  of  excremental  type. 

. . the  water  may  not  be  unwholesome,  it  is  not  of  the  high 
standard  desirable  for  public  supply  purposes.”  Further  samples 
taken  after  chlorination  on  subsequent  dates  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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C./ 175.  6.8.48. — 47,  WALTHAM  AVENUE  (Mains  Supply).  Water 

showed  slight  opalescence  due  to  objectionable  trace  of  iron 
causing  perceptible  turbidity.  Very  faint  oily  odour  and  insipid 
taste.  Sample  taken  as  a result  of  a complaint  re  colour  and 
taste.  Water  Mains  thoroughly  flushed— subsequent  sample 
taken  18.8.48  reported  satisfactory. 

C./ 187.  6.9.48.— STAND  PIPE  ADJACENT  TO  PICCARDS  FARM 

(Mains  Supply).  Water  showed  opalescence  and  deposit  due  to 
presence  of  objectionable  trace  of  iron  (8.5  p.p.m.).  Also  faint 
oily  odour.  Water  Main  thoroughly  flushed — subsequent  sample 
taken  22.9.48  showed  iron  contents  reduced  to  1.9  p.p.m.  Free 
ammonia  0.44  p.p.m. 


DAPDUNE  PUMPING  STATION 

Considerable  attention  was  paid  to  the  water  supply 
from  Dapdune  Pumping  Station  during  the  year,  and 
from  the  series  of  samples  taken,  a gradual  decrease  in 
the  free  ammonia  content  was  noted.  On  26th  August, 
1947,  the  free  ammonia  content  was  4.6  p.p.m.,  whilst 
on  30th  December,  1948,  a content  of  1.1  p.p.m.  wms 
recorded.  This  considerable  reduction  has  made  practic- 
able the  effectual  chlorination  of  the  supply,  and  the 
necessary  steps  are  being  taken  to  instal  a suitable 
chlorination  plant. 

The  supply  has  been  used  for  public  supply  purposes 
since  July,  1948. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  samples  taken  from 
Dapdune  Pumping  Station  during  1948:  — 

Total  samples  taken  34  Chemical,  31  Bacteriological. 

Chemical  Analyses — 

Odour. — Faintly  oily  odour  recorded  in  all  samples. 

Free  Ammonia. — Maximum  content,  2.4  p.p.m. 

Minimum  content,  0.50  p.p.m. 

Average  content,  1.8  p.p.m. 

Tar  Acids. — Present  in  10  samples,  varying  from  0.002  to  0.010 
p.p.m. 

Tlriocynates. — Absent  in  all  samples. 

Bacteriological  Samples — 

Appreciable  number  of  bacteria  ‘present  in  4 samples— B.  Coli 
Type  I present  in  one  sample  taken  from  storage  tank. 
Twenty-seven  samples  reported  to  be  of  the  highest  standard 
of  bacterial  purity. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  three  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  Guildford  : 

[a)  Castle  Street  Baths,  owned  by  the  Corporation. 
Eleven  slipper  baths  also  available  at  these 
premises. 
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(/>)  Guildford  Lido  open-air  swimming  pool,  owned 
by  the  Corporation. 

(c)  Kingpost  Road  House,  privately  owned  open-air 
swimming  pool.  Re-opened  during  1948  season. 

In  addition  to  chloroscope  examinations  which  were 
carried  out  daily,  five  samples  were  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  from  Castle 
Street  Baths,  five  samples  from  Guildford  Lido,  and  three 
samples  from  the  Kingpost  Road  House,  all  of  which 
were  reported  suitable  for  swimming  bath  purposes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Sewers.  During  the  year  main  sewers  were  laid  to 
serve  the  major  portion  of  the  Merrow  Area,  and  work 
was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  respect  of 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  area.  Existing  drainage 
systems  were  tested,  and  connections  to  the  new  sewers 
and  repairs  to  defective  drainage  were  well  in  hand.  This 
will  eventually  lead  to  a considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cesspools  in  the  Borough,  and  will  enable  a 
better  cesspool  emptying  service  to  be  given  in  respect  of 
the  remaining  cesspools. 

Progress  was  also  made  with  the  construction  of  the 
North-West  Outfall  Sewer,  which  passes  through  the  new 
Bellfields  Housing  Estate.  This  sewer  will  also  eventually 
serve  the  Rosemary  Crescent  and  Worplesdon  Road  pro- 
perties, which  will  enable  the  existing  cesspools  to  be 
abolished. 

Soil  and  Surface  water  sewers  have  also  been  laid 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Bellfields  Housing  Estate  to 
serve  the  houses  at  present  in  course  of  erection. 

Drainage.  Tests  were  applied  to  336  existing  drains 
and  105  new  drains.  Twenty-two  defective  drains  w7ere 
reconstructed,  and  75  choked  drains  freed  from  obstruc- 
tion. 

Cesspools.  The  number  of  cesspools  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  December,  1948,  was  397. 

During  the  year,  28  visits  were  paid  to  premises  re  over- 
flowing cesspools,  and  14  cesspools  were  abolished. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  means  of  mechanical  plant 
at  regular  intervals. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  chiefly  incineration. 
From  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  the 
weight  of  house  and  trade  refuse  disposed  of  during  the 
year  was  9,878  tons.  The  period  elapsing  between  collec- 
tions of  domestic  refuse  varied  from  one  to  two  weeks, 
and  the  service  was,  generally,  well  maintained  having- 
regard  to  present-day  difficulties. 

The  distribution  of  new  dustbins  to  replace  old  ones 
continued  to  be  subject  to  the  production  of  permits 
issued  by  this  Department,  as  local  traders  cannot  obtain 
sufficient  bins  to  meet  the  general  needs  of  the  public. 

During  the  year  376  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defec- 
tive, and  the  necessary  permits  for  replacement  were 
issued. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  IVlade 

Number  of — 

Complaints  received  954 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  954 

Nuisances  found  967 

No  nuisances  found 132 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (first  visits)  226 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (sub-visits)  181 

Inspections  of  Requisitioned  Properties  89 

Inspections  re  Prospective  Council  House  Tenancies  269 

Visits  to  Properties  under  Notice  ...  2,450 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  etc 93 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 73 

Enquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases  38 

Inspections  re  Verminous  Premises 46 

Investigations  re  Overcrowding  (P.N.’s,  etc.)  76 

New  Drains  Tested  105 

Old  Drains  Tested  336 

Visits  re  Cesspools  28 

Visits  re  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc 28 

Visits  to  Schools 16 

Visits  to  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  37 

Visits  to  Factories 265 

Visits  to  Factories,  no  mechanical  power 74 

Visits  to  Workplaces,  including  Offices  519 

Visits  to  Outworkers 25 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses 1,042 

Visits  to  Cattle  Market  115 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops 232 

Visits  to  Fishmongers’  Shops 113 

Visits  to  other  Food  Shops,  Market  Stalls,  etc 577 

Visits  to  Cooked  Food  Premises  36 

Visits  to  Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc 332 

Visits  to  Bakehouses 112 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises  193 

Ice-cream  Samples  obtained  181 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  163 

Visits  to  Dairies 285 

Bacteriological  Milk  Samples  obtained  318 

Bacteriological  Water  Samples  obtained  123 

Bacteriological  Rinses,  Churns,  Coolers,  Bottles,  etc 36 

Bacteriological  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water 13 

Chemical  Samples  of  Water 93 

Chemical  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  13 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades 10 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops 36 

Visits  to  Keeping  of  Animals,  including  Stables  20 

Visits  to  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  (first  visits)  503 

Visits  to  Rats  & Mice  Infestations  (sub-visits)  4,395 

Visits  to  Public  Conveniences 47 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses 61 

Visits  re  Rivers  Pollution 12 

Smoke  Observations 43 

Miscellaneous  Visits  1,557 

Interviews 621 

Visits  re  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  139 
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Particulars  of  Notices  Served  and  Work  Done 


■ts 

4— 

"2 

4— 

o 

^ 2 

CO 

2 ^ ^ 

c ^ 

rT'  ^ r- 

Co 

O 

p—*  "'T' 

O CO 

i:  c 

^ t a 

O Qj' 

7:  q 

£ 

co  fe 5 

,c  ^ 

Choked  Drains,  Soil  Water  

29 

40 

10 

52 

17 

Choked  Drains,  Surface  Water 
Drains,  req.  Reconstruction — 

1 

6 

4 

6 

Soil  Water  

:T63 

37 

1 

19 

... 

Surface  Water 

2 

. . . 

3 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  

8 

3 

1 

11 

Defective  Ventilation  Shafts  ... 

2 

12 

1 

1 

11 

1 

Defective  Manhole  Covers  

8 

11 

26 

R.W.P.’s  requiring  disconnecting 
Closets  converted  to  Water 

1 

1 

Carriage  System  

*18 

. . . 

8 

2 

New  W.C.’s  to  be  provided  

3 

3 

. . . 

Defective  Pans  & Traps  of  W.C.’s 
Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  or 

2 

26 

2 

41 

1 

Flush  Pipes  

42 

2 

52 

2. 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  (Bath, 

Lavatory  or  Sinks)  

3 

13 

1 

22 

... 

Defective  Sink  Waste  Channels 

3 

. . » 

2 

, , _ 

Absence  of  Sinks  

1 

2 

.... 

Defective  Sinks  

1 

3 

4 

... 

Defective  Pointing  around  Sinks 
Defective  Eavesgutters  or  Rain- 

... 

water  Pipes  

23 

64 

1 

3 

96 

8. 

Defective  Cesspools  

2 

2 

4 

. . . 

Defective  Street  Gullies  

1 

Defective  House  Gullies  

2 

4 

.... 

Stagnant  Water  

1 

. . . 

Offensive  Accumulations  

2 

9 

11 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc 

1 

1 

1 

. . _ 

Infestation  by  Rats  and  Mice  ... 

446 

... 

339 

Verminous  Rooms  

182 

31 

31 

182 

Overcrowding  

Insufficient  or  Defective  Water 

12 

1 

Supply  

15 

24 

Defective  Dustbins  

63 

303 

20 

356 

10 

Absence  of  Dustbins 

1 

14 

1 

13 

... 

Defective  Yard  Paving  

12 

... 

10 

1 

Rooms  requiring  Decoration  ... 

155 

87 

14 

237 

5. 

W.C.’s  requiring  Cleansing  

1 

. . . 

. . j. 

Defective  Chimney  Flues  

Damp  Walls  due  to  external 

19 

3 

19 

1 

defects  

14 

1 

19 

1 

Damp  Walls  due  to  defective 

damp  course  

27 

27 

2 

5 

48 

6 

Defective  Fireplaces  or  Stoves  ...  , 

27 

43 

1 

3 

66 

4 

Defective  Coppers  

Defective  Ventilation 

11 

2 

1 

10 

... 

Defective  Sub-Floor  Ventilation 

... 

3 

2 

5 

Defective  Windows  or  Doors  ... 

62 

108 

1 

9 

184 

29 

Defective  Roofs  

22 

90 

3 

10 

147 

15 

Defective  Brickwork  or  Pointing 

100 

47 

4 

132 

14 

Defective  Floors  

8 

64 

2 

8 

104 

4 

Defective  Plastering  

23 

123 

3 

11 

196 

8 

Defective  Stairs  

8 

11 

16 

3 

Absence  of  Handrails  to  Stairs  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

. . * 

"Includes  Drainage  Works  in  connection  with 
Merrow  Drainage  Scheme. 
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Defective  Gas  Services  or 

Fittings  

Absence  of  or  Insufficient 
Accommodation  for  Food 

Storage  2 

Absence  of  Name  and  Address 
of  Owner  or  M.O.H.  from 
Rent  Book  or  Permitted 

Number  

Matters  referred  for  action 

under  Housing  Act,  1936  

Matters  unscheduled  13 

Factories,  Factories  (N31.P.) 
and  Workplaces — 

Unregistered  

Overcrowded  

Without  Abstract  or  Blue  Book 
Absence  of  Thermometers  in 

Workrooms  

Absence  of  Means  of  Heating  in 

Workrooms  

Absence  of  Suitable  Washing 

Facilities  in  Workrooms  ...  3 

Absence  of  Facilities  for  Taking 

Meals  in  Factories 

Requiring  Lime  - washing  or 

Cleansing  7 

Requiring  Drains  or  Drains 

Altering  3 

Insufficient  Ventilation  2 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  21 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 1 

Having  Improper  Accommoda- 
tion for  Storing  Refuse 

Offensive  Accumulations  

Burning  Trade  Refuse 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under- 
ground Bakehouses 

Failing  to  Return  Lists  of  Out- 


workers   1 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Pre- 
mises   

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises 

New  W.C.’s  Erected  1 

Emissions  of  Smoke 

General  Dilapidation  

Infestation  by  Rats  & Mice  ...  81 

Contravention  of — 

Milk  & Dairies  Order,  1926  2 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

Order,  1936  

Meat  Regulations,  1924  

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Section  13  37 

Matters  Unscheduled 10 


2 

4 

15  11 

18 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  issued  for  Abatement  or 
Abolition  of  Nuisances. 


Statutory  Notices  outstanding,  31.12.47  ... 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45 * .. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  47 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  50 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  287  

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  62  

Guildford  Corporation  Act,  1926,  Sec.  100 

Hats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919, 
Infestation  Order,  1943  

Factory  Act,  1937,  Section  7 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Section  13  


Served.  Complied 


67 

with 

11 

17 

9 

14 

5 

12 

— 

1 

40 

37 

16 

17 

9 

2 

24 

64 

9 

9 

13 

13 

36 

36 

9 

1 

1 

— 

226  216 


DISINFECTIONS 

Steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  still 
carried  out  at  the  Council’s  disinfection  plant,  by  arrange- 
ment, for  the  districts  of  Guildford  Rural  District  Council, 
Hambledon  Rural  District  Council,  Godaiming  Borough 
Council,  and  Farnham  Joint  Hospital  Board,  in  addition 


to  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  of  Guildford. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

(within  the  Borough)  76 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  other  than  infectious 

disease 19 

Number  of  cases  where  Bedding,  etc.,  was  steam 
disinfected — 

From  premises  within  the  Borough  90 

From  premises  out  of  the  Borough 


27 
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Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam  from  Premises 
within  the  Borough. 


Private 

Houses. 

Workers’ 

Hostels. 

Total. 

Mattresses 

. 124 

156 

280 

Blankets  

201 

637 

838 

Pillows 

. 250 

71 

321 

Sundries  

192 

— 

192 

Totals  ... 

767 

864 

1,631 

Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam  from  Premises 
outside  the  Borough. 


Private 

Workers’ 

Houses. 

Hostels. 

Total 

Mattresses 

41 

27 

68 

Blankets  

52 

119 

171 

Pillows 

54 

26 

80 

Sundries  

23 

16 

39 

Totals  ... 

170 

188 

358 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES 

During  the  year  73  complaints  of  verminous 

premises 

ere  received.  The  following  Table  shows 

the 

number 

premises  found  to 

be  infested  and  the 

reasons  for 

isinfestation  : — 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Reason  for  Disinfestation. 

Premises 

Rooms. 

Bugs 

58 

165 

Fleas  

1 

4 

Cockroaches  

2 

2 

Flies 

1 

2 

Wood  Beetles,  etc.  .. 

4 

11 

Totals  .. 

66 

184 

In  addition,  infestations  by  Ants  (3),  -Beetles  (4),  and 
Wasps  (38)  were  dealt  with. 

In  all  instances  where  families  are  moved  to  Council 
houses  or  requisitioned  accommodation  within  the 
Borough,  an  inspection  is  made  of  all  furniture  and 
bedding  to  be  removed,  and  of  the  premises  to  which  the 
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family  is  moving.  Any  infestations  by  vermin  thus 
found  are  dealt  with  before  removal  takes  place. 

In  a number  of  instances,  precautionary  spraying  with 
an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  is  carried  out  where  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  doubtful. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 
Infestation  Order,  1943 


— RATS. — —MICE. — 

Business  Dwelling  Business  Dwelling 
Premises.  Houses.  Premises.  Houses. 


Infestations  outstanding  at 

end  of  December,  1947 

22  20 

26 

15 

Number  of  Complaints  re- 

* 

ceived  during  the  year 
Number  of  Disinfesta- 

16  275 

17 

86 

tions  completed 

Number  of  Disinfesta- 

8 238 

99 

r>*. 

86 

tions  in  progress  (in- 
cluding premises  under 

• 

annual  contract)  

Number  of  Premises 

30  92 

21 

15 

where  Infestation  was 
not  proved  

— 15 

Infestations  found  on  Inde- 

pendent  Survey  

— 50 

— 

— 

Summary  of  Visits  to  Premises  by  Rodent  Operators. 

Business  Premises. 

Dwelling  Houses 

First  Visits  

36 

336 

Subsequent  Visits  ... 

2,067 

2,130 

Two  whole-time  operators  were  employed  for  the  whole 
year,  and  a third  man  was  engaged  in  September,  1948. 

The  majority  of  new  infestations  reported  were  of  a 
minor  character,  and  treatments  carried  out  by  methods 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  highly 
successful. 

Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers.  In  March,  1948, 
10  per  cent,  of  the  Council’s  sewer  manholes  were  test 
baited.,  and  of  the  52  manholes  baited,  10  were  found  to 
be  infested.  Forty-two  manholes  were  treated  in  April, 
1948,  and  16  were  found  to  lie  infested;  and  during  a 
further  treatment  in  November,  1948,  13  manholes  were 
found  to  he  infested  out  of  a total  of  50  manholes  treated. 


40 


In  all  cases  where  infestations  were  found,  the  degree 
of  infestation  was  of  a minor  character,  thus  proving,  as 
before,  that  the  sewers  generally  are  not  rat  infested. 

Banks  of  the  River  Wey.  Treatment  is  also  carried 
out  periodically  along, the  banks  of  the  River  Wey  which 
lie  within  the  Borough.  All  holes  are  treated  with 
cyanide  gas  and  are  afterwards  filled  up.  No  serious 
infestation  of  premises  adjacent  to  the  river  banks  was 
found  during  the  year. 

General.  The  general  position  with  regard  to  rat  and 
mice  infestations  in  the  Borough  is  very  satisfactory. 
Since  the  Council  authorised  a free  service  to  occupiers 
of  dwelling  houses,  members  of  the  public  have 
co-operated  very  well,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  number 
of  complaints  received  during  the  year.  Fortunately,  all 
infestations  found  have  been  of  a minor  character,  and 
prompt  treatment  has  prevented  many  major  infestations. 

With  regard  to  business  premises,  many  proprietors 
prefer  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the  Council  for  the 
regular  inspection  and  treatment  of  their  premises,  and 
this  arrangement  is  found  to  be  most  satisfactory,  as  so 
many  of  this  class  of  premises  are  liable  to  reinfestation 
due  to  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on. 
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THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

FACTORIES,  FACTORIES  (NO  MECHANICAL  POWER) 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Premises. 

No.  on 
Register. 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions. 

No.  of 

No.  of  Occupiers 
Written  Prose- 
Notices.  cuted. 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

119 

74 

20  — 

•(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to- which  Section  7 applies  : 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  1938 

184 

265 

31  — 

(b)  Others  

— 

- — 

— - — 

(3) 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  outworkers’  pre- 
mises)   

51 

519 

33  — 

Total  ... 

354 

858 

84  — 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of 

cases 

in  which 

defects  were 

found  : — 

Referred 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars.  Found. 

Remedied.  Inspector. 

Inspector.. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

18 

14 

■ — 

1 

Overcrowding  

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences — 

” 

• 

(a)  Insufficient  

4 

2 

— 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

53 

52 

— 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  home- 
work)   

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

78 

69 

— 

10 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  Etc. 


MILK  PURVEYORS  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH— 

Number  of  Registered  Gowkeepers  .. 


On  Register 
Dec.  31st, 
1948. 


15 


Number  of  Local  Producers  of — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 4 

Accredited  Milk 8 

Ungraded  Milk  3 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  3 

Number  of  Producer- Wholesalers  12 

Number  of  Wholesalers-Retailers  2 

Number  of  Retail  Premises  only  8 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk 6 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Pasteurised  Milk  9 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Accredited  Milk  3 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Ungraded  Milk  ...  1 


MILK  PURVEYORS  FROM  OUTSIDE  THE  BOROUGH— 

Number  of  Wholesalers-Retailers  1 

Number  of  Retailers 3 

* 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  Pasteurised  Milk  1 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  Ungraded  Milk 3 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1923-38 

The  following  is  a summary  of  designated  milk  licences 
granted  in  1948 — - 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — 

Supplementary  Licences 2 

Dealers’  Licences  6 

Bottling  Licences 2 

Accredited  Milk — 

Producers’  Licences  8 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

Producers’  Licences  2 

Supplementary  Licence 1 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK,  ANALYSIS  OF  RESULTS,  1948. 
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Sample  taken  from  retailer  who  purchased  “ Pasteurised  ” Milk  in  bulk  and  bottled  same 
on  own  premises  where  non  designated  milk  is  also  produced. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Churn  and  Other  Rinses. 

In  conjunction  with  the  investigation  of  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  of  milk  and  the  routine  inspection 
of  dairies,  36  rinses  were  taken  from  dairy  farms  and 
dairies  for  bacteriological  examination,  with  results  as 
shown  hereunder  : — 

Bacterial  count  per  vessel 

Rinses  Less  than  50,000  to  250,000 
Type  of  Rinse.  Submitted  50,000.  250,000.  and  over. 


Churns 21  15  5 1 

Coolers 4 2 1 1 

Pails,  etc.  5 3 2 — 

Less  than  600  to  Over 

600  2 000  2,000 

Bottles 6 5 — 1 

Total  ...  36  25  8 3 


In  all  cases  where  bacterial  counts  of  over  50,000  and 
2,000  were  obtained  for  churns  and  bottles  respectively, 
methods  of  sterilisation  of  utensils  were  investigated  and 
repeat  samples  taken. 

The  interpretation  of  results  of  churn  rinses  is  in 
accordance  with  that  adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Scheme,  which  is  as  follows: — - 

Colony  count  per  churn — Classification— 

Not  more  than  50,000  Satisfactory. 

50,000/250,000  Fairly  satisfactory. 

250,000  and  over  Unsatisfactory. 

“Wet”  churns  degraded  to  next  class  below  colony" 
count  classification. 

MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year,  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  continued  on  an  increasing  scale. 

There  are  now  three  registered  manufacturers  of  ice 
cream  in  the  Borough  and  78  retailers.  The  manufacturers 
are  all  housed  in  specially  constructed  premises,  and  the 
conditions  under  which  the  ice  cream  is  manufactured 
are  very  satisfactory.  Retailers  of  ice  cream  from  local 
shop  premises  have  also  made  satisfactory  provisions  in 
accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regula- 
tions, 1947,  but  certain  unsatisfactory  conditions  have 
been  found  on  ice  cream  vehicles  which  came  into  the 
Borough  from  other  areas.  It  has  been  found  difficult  to 
trace  some  of  these  vehicles  in  the  Borough,  but  this 
difficulty  could  be  alleviated  if  it  were  compulsory  for  all 
ice  cream  vendors  to  register  with  every  Local  Authority 
in  whose  area  ice  cream  is  sold. 
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Ice  cream  premises  were  kept  under  close  supervision 
during  the  year,  193  inspections  being  made,  and  155 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  ice  cream  samples. 

Methylene  Blue  Test  (No.  of  samples  submitted,  155) — 

Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 

hrs.  + 2^ — 4 Ill’s.  i~—2  Ill’s.  0- — ^ 111’. 

81  (52.26%)  38  (24.52%)  28  (18.06%)  8(5.16%) 

Bacillus  Goli  (No.  of  samples  submitted,  155) — 

Present  in  Present  in  Present  in 

Absent.  1/ 10th  ml.  1/ 100th.  ml.  1/ 1000th  ml. 

100  (64.52%)  51  (32.9%)  3(1.93%)  1(0.65%) 

Bacetrial  Count  (No.  of  samples  submitted,  27) — 

30,000  to  250,000  to  Over 

Under  30.000  250,000  500,000  500,000  . 

18  4 1 4 

The  above  results  show  a considerable  improvement  on 
the  previous  year’s  figures.  In  regard  to  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test,  76.78%  of  the  samples  submitted  in  1948  were 
reported  to  fall  within  Provisional  Grades  I and  II,  as 
compared  with  61.25%  falling  within  these  Grades  in 

1947,  whilst  64.52%  of  the  samples  in  1948  were  reported 
to  be  free  from  B.  Goli,  as  against  43.7%  in  the  previous 
year.  These  improved  results  are  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  ice  cream  trade  with 
the  Health  Department  in  their  efforts  to  improve  methods 
of  production  and  distribution. 

“Ice  Lollies”  were  also  manufactured  in  increasing 
number,  and  manufacturing  premises  were  kept  under 
observation.  Seven  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  and  all  were  reported  free  from 
B.  Goli,  whilst  bacterial  counts  varied  from  30 — 2,400 
per  ml. 

FOOD  PREPARING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  PREMISES 

Food  Hygiene.  The  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders' 
Guild,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  Guildford  Borough 
Council,  came  into  being  officially  as  from  March  1st, 

1948. 

The  aims  of  the  Guild  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  The  promotion  of  improvement  in  the  hygienic 
manufacture,  handling  and  distribution  of  food- 
stuffs in  the  Borough. 


46 


(1))  The  observance  of  all  statutory  standards  of  food 
hygiene  by  members  of  the  Guild. 

(c)  The  application  of  codes  of  practice,  as  outlined 
by  the  Health  Department,  subject  to  approval  by 
the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Guild. 

The  organisation,  which  is  based  on  voluntary  co-opera- 
tion, is  administered  by  an  Advisory  Committee  consist- 
ing of  members  of  the  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Council  (Chairman,  Councillor  Edward  Jones,  m.p.s., 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee),  a trader  representa- 
tive of  each  food  trade  covered  by  the  Guild,  two  repre- 
sentatives of  food  trades  employees,  the  local  Organiser 
for  School  Meals  and  the  Canteen  Adviser  to  the  District 
Inspector  of  Id.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

Since  its  commencement,  this  scheme  has  proved  very 
successful,  and  the  majority  of  food  trades  and  their 
employees  have  co-operated  exceedingly  well.  Certificates 
of  membership  are  issued  to  trader  members  when  the 
whole  of  the  work  required  to  raise  the  premises  to  the 
required  standard  has  been  completed,  and  badges  are 
issued,  to  employee-members  who  have  shown  willing- 
ness to  comply  with  the  Code  of  Practice  applicable  to 
their  trade,  and  who  have  signed  an  undertaking  to 
maintain  those  standards. 

The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Guild,  which  gives 
details  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  ended 
February  28th,  1949,  is  printed  as  an  Appendix  to  this 
Report  on  Pages  55 — 67. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND 
OTHER  LICENSED  PREMISES 

During  the  year,  93  inspections  were  made  concerning 
the  sanitary  condition  of  all  licensed  premises  in  the 
Borough,  and  in  accordance  with  local  arrangements  a 
Report  was  submitted  to  the  Licensing  Justices  at  their 
annual  meeting.  , 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  previous  year  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises  was 
maintained,  and  further  improvements  were  carried  out, 
including  the  provision  of  sinks  and  water  supplies 

behind  bars,  and  additional  sanitary  conveniences  for 
customers,  etc.  All  licensed  premises  within  the  Borough 
are  now  adequately  provided  with  these  amenities. 

The  Council  still  undertakes  the  maintenance  of  clean- 
liness at  sanitary  conveniences  attached  to  licensed 
premises,  where  these  are  available  to  members  of  the 
public. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Articles. 

Beef  

Mutton  

Pork  

Veal  

Bacon  

Biscuits  

Butter 

Cheese  

Chocolate  

Coffee  

Cooking  Fat  

Crumpets  

Dates  

Eggs  (Dried)  

Eggs  (Fresh)  

Evaporated  Milk 

Fish  

Fish  Cakes 

Flour  

Fruit  

Gelatine  

Jam,  Marmalade,  etc.  . 

Macaroni  

Margarine 

Meat  (tinned)  

Meat  Pies  & Pastries 
Meat  & Vegetable  Ration 

Nuts  

Oats  

Paste  

Pickles  

Poultry  & Games 

Sauce  

Sausage  Rusk  

Soup  

Sugar 

Synthetic  Cream  

Vegetables 

Miscellaneous  


No.  of  Articles 

Weight 

ins.  Packets,  etc. 

in  lbs. 

100,533 

— 

1,253 

— - 

2,9724 

— 

847* 

7 

164 

— 

454 

— 

17} 

— 

484 

— 

OK  T 

8 

4 

— 

If 

2,397 

150 

— 

73] 

- — - _ 

28 

240 

33 

852 

786 

846 

1,9614 

31 

4* 

— 

69 

298 

1 ,106 

— 

12 

990 

... 

349 

— 

59 

... 

4 4 

596 

844J 

108 

34 

23 

23 

— 

25 

... 

60 

114 

23-| 

159 

162 

74 

264 

112 

67} 

- — - 

224 

79 

584 

— 

1,131* 

74  galls. 

25 

552* 

1 ,465 

516 

317 

Total  Weight — 

1 13,054  lbs.,  or  50  tons,  9 cwts.  i qr.  14  1 J is. 
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INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year  at  the  Govern- 
ment-controlled slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  : — 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  on  the  register 
December  31st,  1948,  was  22. 


on 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

From  information  supplied  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  Public 
Control  Officer,  who  is  also  the  Sampling  Officer  appointed 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs,  Act,  1938,  the  following  sam- 
ples of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year: — 


Nature  of 

Sample.  Formal. 

Infor- 

mal. 

Gen- 

uine. 

Not 

Genuine 

Remarks. 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets  ... 

2 

2 

Aspro  Tablets 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder  ... 

3 

3 

Barley  Crystals  ... 

1 

1 

Batter  Flour  

1 

1 

Beef  Sausages 

2 

2 

w „ * 

Black  Pepper 

1 

1 

Bovril  Beef  

1 

1 

Meat  60%.  Product  con- 

Brompton  Lozenges 

1 

1 

sisted  of  mixture  ' of 
corned  beef,  cereal,  fil- 
ler and  water,  flavoured 
with  salt,  spices,  season- 
ing and,  possibly  a 
small  proportion  of 
bovril  or  meat  extract. 
“Bovril  Beef”  is  not  a 
satisfactory  description 
for  such  an  article.  No 
action  taken. 

Oil  of  Anice — a trace. 

Butter 

2 

2 

“.  . . the  article  is  not 
fit  for  sale.” 

Cake  Powder 

9 

9 

Cascara  

1 

1 

Cattarrh  Pastilles 

1 

1 

Cereola 

1 

J. 

Cooking  Fat  

2 

2 

Cough  Cure  

1 

1 

Currey  Powder  ... 

1 

-L 

Custard  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

Faggotts  

1 

1 

Fruit  Salts,  Liver 
Salts,  etc 

2 

2 

Gelatine  Crystals 

1 

1 

. • * 

Glauber  Salts 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

N.A9  S.  04  IO.H.oO. 

equivalent  of  2.27  per 
cent,  more  than  2{- 
times  as  strong  as 
• glauber  salts  of  B.P. 
standard. 


Ground  Cinnamon 

2 

2 

Hazlet  

2 

2 

... 

Jams  

7 

7 

... 

Junket  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

Kidney  and  Blad- 
der Pills  

1 

1 

Liver  Sausage 

2 

1 

1 Meat  32  per  cent.  Mini- 

Luncheon  Sausage 

2 

2 

mum  meat  content  is 
45  per  cent.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings taken.  Case 
dismissed. 
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Nature  of 

Sample.  Formal. 

Lung  Syrup  2 


Malt  Vinegar '3 


Margarine 2 

Meat  Loaf 1 

Meat  Pie  1 


Milk  47 


Mixed  Pickling 

Spice 1 

Mixed  Spice  1 

Mustard  Mixture  1 

Rum  

Sauces  3 

Savoury  Pies 1 

Self  Raising  Flour 
Soup  (Powders)  ...  1 

Sulphur  Tablets  1 


Table  Salt  2 

Tomato  Ketchup  1 

Whalemeat 

Sausages  ...  1 

White  Pepper  ...  2 

Yeast  Tablets  ...  2 


Totals  ...  129 


Infor-  Gen-  Not 
mal.  uine.  Genuine. 
1 


1 2 


2 

1 

1 

9 52  4 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 


2 

2 


Remarks. 

Sugar  or  sugar  syrup, 
none;  soluble  sacchar- 
ine, 0.025  per  cent, 
weight  in  volume;  gum, 
0.25  per  cent,  weight  in 
volume.  This  article  is 
neither  syrup  nor  a 
satisfactory  arti  ficial 
syrup.  No  action. 

1.  Added  salt  (sodium 
chloride),  0.9  per  cent. 
No  action. 

2.  Added  salt  (sodium 
chloride),  1.0  per  cent. 
No  action. 


1.  Milk  fat,  2.96  per  cent. 
Milk  solids  not  fat,  8.66 
per  cent.  Deficient  in 
fat  1 per  cent.  No  ac- 
tion. 

2.  Milk  fat,  2.94  per  cent. 
Milk  solids  not  fat,  8.64 
per  cent.  Deficient  in 
fat,  2 per  cent.  No  ac- 
tion. 

3.  Milk  fat,  2.52  per  cent. 
Milk  solids  not  fat,  9.12 
per  cent.  Deficient  in 
fat,  16  per  cent.  Cau- 
tioned. 

4.  Milk  fat,  2.97  per  cent. 
Milk  solids  not  fat,  9.23 
per  cent.  Deficient  in 
fat.  1 per  cent.  No  ac- 
tion. 


These  tablets  deficient  in 
average  weight  by  more 
than  5 per  cent.  One 
tablet  deficient  in  aver- 
age weight  by  more 
than  10  per  cent. 


Sulphur  Dioxide.  210 
parts  per  million  by 
weight;  added  preserva- 
tive. No  action  taken. 


11 


127 


13 
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HOUSING 

The  shortage  of  houses  continues  to  be  a major 
problem  in  Guildford,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
country,  in  spite  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
with  the  Council’s  housing  programme. 

As  from  November  27th,  1947,  the  list  of  applicants  for 
Council  houses  was  closed  to  enable  the  more  urgent 
applications  still  outstanding  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
number  of  applicants  awaiting  accommodation  on 
December  31st,  1948,  was  5,888. 

During  the  year,  a total  of  569  new  permanent  houses 
were  erected  in  the  Borough,  38  being  erected  by  private 
enterprise,  and  531  being  permanent  Council  houses 
forming  part  of  the  Bellfields  and  Park  Barn  Housing- 
Estates.  In  addition,  242  temporary  huts  were  recondi- 
tioned by  the  Council  and  used  for  housing  purposes  on 
the  Merrow  Downs,  Merrow  Woods  and  Woking  Road 
sites. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  had  adapted  124 
requisitioned  premises,  which  provided  accommodation 
for  260  families.  Seventeen  privately-owned  properties 
of  the  larger  type  have  also  been  converted  into  flats,  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  43  families. 

Housing  Repairs.  The  position  regarding  the  com- 
pliance with  notices  requiring  the  repair  of  working-class 
dwellings  improved  considerably  during  the  year,  as 
there  would  appear  to  be  more  labour  and  materials 
available  for  this  work.  The  repairs  carried  out,  how- 
ever, have  only  dealt  with  items  of  urgent  repair,  very 
little  reconditioning  of  houses  having  been  done.  This 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  owners  of  small  properties, 
which  are  let  at  low  rentals,  are  finding  it  impossible  to 
meet  the  costs  of  building  repairs  which  are  still  rising. 

At  the  present  time,  therefore,  it  is  impracticable  to 
carry  out  inspections  on  an  extensive  scale  with  a view  to 
reconditioning  working-class  dwellings,  although  many 
of  these  properties  are  falling  into  a state  of  extreme 
dilapidation. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1,921 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  - 3,650 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  1 above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Acts  ...  226 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  656 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
t ion 6* 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  1,109 

* Includes  sleeping  rooms  of  four  basement  flats  closed  under 
Section  12  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  943 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10  and.  16  of 
the  Housing  Act , 1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  24 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices— 

(a)  By  Owners  54 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  


10 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  90 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  78 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  33 

C —Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act , 1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2" 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  on 

undertaking  from  Owners  not  to  re-let 

for  habitation  — 

* Demolition  Orders  not  served — undertaking  from  Owner 
accepted  to  render  houses  fit  for  habitation. 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act , 1936 — - 

1.  Number,  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  4 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit  

E —Action  taken  under  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  21 56 — 

L Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  4 
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GUILDFORD 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS1  GUILD 


List  of  Members  of  Advisory  Committee 

CHAIRMAN: 

COUNCILLOR  E.  JONES. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL: 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR. 

(ex  officio.) 

COUNCILLOR  W.  HAINES. 
COUNCILLOR  G.  L.  SHAW. 
COUNCILLOR  R.  F.  SPARROW. 


TRADE 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Mr.  R.  W.  AUSTIN  ... 

Hatchers. 

Mr.  AYERS  

I'nion  of  Shop,  Distributive  and  Allied 
WOrkers. 

Mr.  B.  A.  BAILEY 

I nion  of  Shop,  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers. 

Mr.  A.  IT.  BELCHER  ... 

( V ice-Chairman ) 

Dairymen. 

Mr.  R.  BOOKING 

Streets  and  Confectionery  Manufac- 
turers and  Distributors. 

Mr.  G.  CRATHERN  ... 

(Iroeers  and  (lateral  Provision  Stores. 

Mr.  A.  CROSS 

C o-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Mr.  S.  W.  C HRISTOPHER 

Fried  Pish  Dealers. 

Mr.  T.  C.  GEORGE  ... 

W et  Pish  Dealers. 

Mrs.  A.  HACKER 

Hotels,  Cafes,  and  Restaurants,  etc. 

Miss  L.  HIGGINSON  ... 

School  Meals  Service. 

Mr.  A.  W.  JORDAN  ... 

Multiple  Traders. 

Mr.  G.  LANGHORN  ... 

Market  traders. 

Mr.  T.  OHLER  

Ice  dream  Manufacturers  and  Dis- 
tributors. 

Miss  B.  M.  STEUART  ... 

Factory  ('anteen  Service. 

Mr.  A.  THOMPSON  ... 

Multiple  Traders. 

Mr.  II.  L.  WAUGH  ... 

Fruiterers  ami  Greengrocers. 

HON.  SECRETARY:  MR.  H.  A.  PERRY. 
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GUILDFORD 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD 


To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Guildford , and  Members  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders'  Guild. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  on  the  working  of  the  Guild- 
ford Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild.  We  have  now  passed 
the  first  milestone  in  this  important  section  of  public 
health  work,  and  the  organisation  has  been  established  on 
a permanent  basis. 

The  success  of  the  scheme  has  been  remarkable  having 
regard  to  the  inevitable  difficulties  experienced  at  the 
present  time  in  introducing  requirements  which  make  con- 
siderable demands  upon  the  time  and  finances  of  business 
people. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  success  is  largely  due  to  the 
food  traders  and  their  staffs.  The  interest  shown  in  the 
objects  of  the  Guild  and  their  willingness  to  comply  with 
the  hygienic  standards  laid  down  in  the  Codes  of  Practice 
have  given  considerable  pleasure  to  the  people  responsible 
for  the  formation  and  administration  of  the  Guild.  This 
spirit  of  co-operation  has  fully  merited  the  confidence  of 
the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  in  sponsoring  the 
organisation  on  a voluntary  co-operative  basis. 

This  pioneer  scheme  has  not  only  met  with  the  approval 
of  local  traders  and  residents,  but  has  received  the  full 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  already  similar- 
schemes  have  been  adopted  by  many  local  authorities  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  Enquiries  as  to  the  standards 
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applied,  and  the  system  of  administration,  have  been 
received  from  over  150  local  authorities  and  other  bodies, 
and  deputations  from  many  areas  have  visited  the  town  to 
see  the  work  for  themselves. 

1 trust  that  the  information  given  in  this  Report  on  our 
activities  during  the  first  vear  will  be  of  interest  not  onlv 
to  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Guild,  but  to  all  persons 
who  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the  manufacture, 
handling  and  distribution  of  foodstuffs,  and  that  we  may 
look  forward  to  their  increasing  support  of  our  efforts  to 
ensure  a clean,  safe,  food  supply  for  the  public  of  Guild- 
ford. 

EDWARD  JONES, 

Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders' 
Guild. 
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PREFACE 

Jhe  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders'  Guild  has  com- 
pleted its  first  year  of  work  and  has  elicited  very  con- 
siderable interest  in  other  places  as  well. 

In  Guildford  the  Scheme  has  thrived  purely  because  the 
willing  co-operation  of  the  food  traders  has  been  obtained 
in  a very  large  measure. 

From  the  Public  Health  point  of  view  this  is  most 
valuable,  as  it  means  that  there  is  an  awareness  of  the 
necessity  for  cleanliness  in  food  handling.  This  aware- 
ness is  evidenced  in  employers  and  employees  alike,  and  is 
shown  by  the  ever-increasing  membership  of  the  Guild. 

Much  has  already  been  accomplished  in  bringing  food 
premises  up  to  a high  standard  of  hygiene,  but  much  still 
remains  to  be  done.  The  value  of  clean  food  needs  no 
stressing  from  me;  it  is  both  unpleasant  and  unhealthy  to 
eat  dirty,  contaminated  food  bought  in  a shop  or  served 
in  an  insanitary  cafe  or  hotel,  about  which  the  state  of  the 
kitchen  and  methods  of  washing  up  are  matters  of  grave 
doubt. 

Not  only  is  attention  directed  to  the  method  of  prepara- 
tion of  the  food,  but  also  to  its  storage  and  handling,  and 
afterwards  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  utensils  in  which  it  is 
prepared  and  on  which  it  is  served. 

Recently  a scheme  of  expert  washing-up  has  been 
gradually  evolved,  as  it  has  been  proved  that  clean  food 
and  clean  methods  can  be  entirely  nullified  by  unsatisfac- 
tory washing-up.  It  is  very  easy  to  contaminate  clean  food 
unless  care  is  taken  at  every  stage. 

We  hope  that  in  Guildford,  at  any  rate,  no  complaints 
will  be  received  from  anybody  taking  a meal  in  the  town. 

The  idea  of  the  Guild  is  purely  voluntary  co-operation 
by  employers  and  employees  who  know  the  reason  for 
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what  they  are  doing'  and  the  results  of  failure  to  do  it.  The 
keenness  of  the  members  of  the  Guild  is  well  exemplified 
by  their  attendance  at  the  meetings  and  their  acceptance  of 
the  Codes  of  Practice.  In  many  cases  such  acceptance  ex- 
tended beyond  the  demands  made  by  the  provision  of 
further  amenities  thought  desirable  by  the  employers 
themselves.  ■ 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  Guild  will  finally  embrace  all 
the  food  traders  and  premises  in  the  town  and  that  our 
Certificate  of  Membership  will  be  seen  in  every  shop  where 
food  is  for  sale. 


F.  A.  BELAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

on  the  Work  of  the  Guild 
for  the  Year  ending  February  28 th,  1949 


Introduction.  The  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’ 
Guild,  sponsored  by  the  Guildford  Borough  Council,  came 
into  operation  officially  as  from  March  1st,  1948. 

The  organisation  came  about  as  a direct  result  of  a 
special  investigation  carried  out  in  November,  1946,  into 
the  methods  of  manufacture,  handling  and  distribution  of 
all  classes  of  foodstuffs  from  a hygienic  point  of  view. 

During  this  investigation  317  food  premises  were  in- 
spected, and  from  the  report  which  was  subsequently  pre- 
pared it  was  clear  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  observed, 
both  in  regard  to  premises  and  persons  engaged  in  the 
food  trades,  left  much  to  he  desired. 

In  January,  1947,  the  Council  approved  the  Health 
Committee’s  recommendation  that  an  organisation,  to  be 
known  as  “The  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild,” 
be  set  up,  to  be  administered  by  an  Advisory  Committee 
consisting  of  members  of  the  Health  Sub-Committee  and 
representatives  of  Food  Traders  and  Employees. 

The  objects  of  the  Guild  to  be: — 

(a)  The  promotion  of  improvement  in  the  hygienic  manufac- 
facture,  handling  and  distribution  of  foodstuffs  in  the 
Borough  of  Guildford. 

(b)  The  encouragement  of  the  observance  of  all  statutory 
standards  of  food  hygiene. 

(c)  The  application  of  Codes  of  Practice  which  have  been 
drawn  up  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  Guild. 

In  the  first  months  of  1947  several  meetings  were  held 
between  members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council 
and  representatives  of  food  trades  organisations,  and  the 
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interest  shown  at  these  meetings  was  very  gratifying' 
indeed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  interest  was  stimulated 
considerably  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  which  was 
held  at  this  time,  and  which  attracted  over  7,000  visitors. 

Although  all  known  food  trades  organisations  were 
asked  to  nominate  representatives  to  serve  on  the  Advisory 
Committee,  three  of  them  failed  to  do  so,  which  made  it 
necessary  to  appoint  representatives  of  those  trades  from 
amongst  tiie  individual  traders. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Committee  was  held 

W fj 

on  May  9th,  1947,  and  regular  meetings  have  been  held 
since  that  time. 

Draft  Codes  of  Practice  were  submitted  in  respect  of  the 
following  food  trades,  and  a sub-committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  them  in  detail  before  recommending  their 
adoption: — 

Ice  Cream:  Manufacture  and  Distribution. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants. 

Cooked  Food  Premises. 

Grocers  and  General  Stores. 

Butchers. 

Bakers  and  Flour  Confectioners. 

Sweets  and  Chocolates:  Manufacturers  and  Distributors. 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers. 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers. 

Dairymen. 

At  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Codes  of  Practice  Sub- 
Committee  the  draft  codes  were  thoroughly  examined, 
and  amendments  made  where  necessary.  For  this  pur- 
pose a representative  of  each  trade  under  consideration 
was  co-opted  so  that  expert  advice  could  be  given  to  the 
Committee. 

At  a public  meeting  held  in  November,  1947,  it  was 
announced  that  the  Guild  would  officially  operate  from 
March  1st,  1948,  the  intervening  period  giving  prospective 
members  an  opportunity  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the 
required  standard  so  as  to  qualify  for  membership  from 
the  opening  date. 

The  preliminary  work  involved  in  the  preparation  of 
the  scheme  was  considerable,  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  and  to  the  staff  of 
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the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  work  and  en- 
thusiasm, which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Guild. 

Membership.  On  February  27th,  1948,  the  Advisory 
Committee  considered  the  first  batch  of  applications  for 
membership  of  the  Guild  and  accepted  37  applications  for 
trader  membership  and  239  applications  for  employee 
membership.  Since  that  date  the  numbers  have  steadily 
increased,  and  on  March  4th,  1949,  98  traders  had  been 
accepted  for  membership,  and  672  employees. 

A summary  of  the  general  position  with  regard  to  mem- 
bership is  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 

Total  Number  of  Premises  to  which  the  Guild  applies 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Distributors  ...  4 

Dairies 3 

Bakehouses 15 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 53 

Grocers  ...  73 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meat  Premises 24 

Fresh  and  Fried  Fish  Shops ...  IS 

Greengrocers ...  34 

General  Stores,  Confectioners,  and  Mixed 

Trades 64 


Total  ...  288 


Total  Number  of  Applications  for  Trader  Membership 

received 


Premises 

accepted. 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and 


Applications  de- 
ferred until  neces- 
sary work  lias 
been  completed. 


Distributors 3 

Dairies — 

Bakehouses  4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 15 

Grocers 33 

Butchers  & Cooked  Meat  Premises  14 

Fresh  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 4 

Greengrocers 7 

General  Stores,  Confectioners  and. 

Mixed  Trades  18 


? 

'i 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 


5 


98 


Totals 


18 
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Number  of  traders  who  are  interested  in  trader 
membership,  but  who  have  not  yet  completed 


requisite  work  110 

Number  of  traders  not  at  present  interested  in  the 

Guild 62 

Total  Number  of  Employee  Members 

Grocers 125 

Sweetshops 16 

Gafes  and  Restaurants 231 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meat  Premises 34 

Fishmongers  ...  6 

Greengrocers 21 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Distributors  7 

Dairies 53 

Bakehouses 8 

Mixed  Trades ...  171 

Total  . . . 672 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  288  food  traders 
•only  62  are  not  yet  interested  in  becoming  members  of  the 
organisation,  and  a considerable  number  of  these  traders 
have  carried  out  improvements  to  their  premises  to  con- 
form to  the  general  hygienic  standard  which  now  prevails 
in  the  Borough. 

Trader  members  are  not  accepted  until  all  standards 
set  out  in  the  Codes  of  Practice  have  been  complied  with. 
In  some  cases  the  work  involved  to  achieve  these  standards 
has  been  both  extensive  and  costly.  Of  the  110  traders 
who  hope  to  enrol  when  the  whole  of  the  work  is  com- 
pleted, the  majority  have  already  had  considerable  work 
done,  and  it  only  remains  for  minor  items  to  receive  atten- 
lion  before  they  are  accepted  into  the  Guild. 

Employees  are  accepted  for  membership  after  careful 
•enquiries  as  to  their  suitability  for  enrolment  and  after 
they  have  given  a signed  undertaking  to  comply  with  the 
appropriate  Code  of  Practice.  Employees  generally  have 
co-operated  magnificently,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  large 
majority  who  have  become  members  of  the  Guild  are 
faithfully  carrying  out  their  obligations. 
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It  would  be  a considerable  advantage  to  the  Scheme  if 
all  trader  members  would  exhibit  their  certificates  of 
membership  prominently  on  their  premises,  and  if  em- 
ployees would  wear  their  badges  regularly.  This  would 
enable  the  public  to  show  their  approval  by  supporting 
traders  who  maintain  the  recognised  hygienic  standards. 

Food  Premises.  As  already  indicated,  the  Scheme  in- 
cludes all  food  trades  and  applies  to  all  premises  in  which 
food  is  manufactured,  stored  or  distributed.  It  is  hoped 
that  Factory  Canteens  and  School  Canteens  will  be  en- 
rolled  as  soon  as  the  necessarv  works  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

Many  improvements  to  food  premises  were  carried  out 
before  the  Scheme  came  into  operation.  These  improve- 
ments included: — 

(a)  Installation  of  washing  facilities  adjacent  to  sanitary  con- 
veniences for  use  of  employees. 

(b)  Provision  of  constant  liot-water  supplies. 

(c)  Provision  of  clean  overalls  and  head  coverings. 

(d)  Installation  of  additional  sinks,  etc.  (In  catering-  establish- 
ments many  duplicate  sinks  have  been  installed  to  allow  for 
separate  rinsing  of  utensils.) 

(e)  Improved  lighting  and  ventilation. 

(f)  Reinstatement  of  structural  defects,  e.g.,  walls,  ceilings, 
floors,  etc. 

(g)  Provision  of  storage  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing. 

Details  of  the  work  which  has  been  completed  since 
the  scheme  came  into  operation,  i.e.,  March  1st,  1948,  are 
set  out  in  the  Table  following; — 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Summary  of  Improvements  carried  out  to  Food  Premises  since  1st  March,  1948. 
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Many  food  traders  have  carried  out  work  in  excess  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Codes  of  Practice,  and  have  found 
that  the  better  hygienic  standards  achieved  as  the  result 
of  these  works  have  greatly  facilitated  the  business  carried 
on  and  reduced  the  amount  of  labour  involved  in  main- 
taining the  cleanliness  of  their  premises. 

Education.  The  Advisory  Committee  are  fully  aware  of 
the  importance  of  teaching  “Food  Hygiene”  to  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  food  trades,  and  particularly  to  young  per- 
sons entering  the  trades.  The  general  public  must  also  be 
taught  to  appreciate  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  on 
their  behalf  in  this  direction,  and  encouraged  to  follow  up 
the  good  work  in  their  homes. 

With  this  end  in  view  the  following  activities  have  been 
undertaken  by  the  Advisory  Committee: — 

(a)  Short,  informal  talks  to  employees  by  Sanitary  Officers  on 
hygienic  food  handling. 

(b)  Visits  to  model  food  factories  by  parties  of  food  trades  em- 
ployees. 

(c)  Public  lectures  by  well-known  experts  on  Food  Hygiene. 

(cl)  Talks  to  members  of  individual  trades  on  “Current  Affairs,” 
including  Food  Hygiene. 

(e)  Lectures  to  Women’s  Organisations,  both  local  and  national. 

(f)  Food  Hygiene  Exhibitions  at  Guildford  House  and  at  local 
functions. 

(g)  B.B.C.  recording  made  for  the  Women’s  Hour  Programme. 

(h)  Film  shows. 

It  is  hoped  to  introduce  the  subject  in  a suitable  form 
into  the  schools,  and  tentative  arrangements  have  already 
been  made. 

The  importance  of  this  aspect  of  the  problem  cannot  be 
overstressed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  as  a result  of  these 
activities  a large  section  of  the  population  of  Guildford 
have  become  “Food  Hygiene  minded.” 

Publicity.  Many  newly-formed  organisations  have  to 
expend  considerable  sums  on  publicising  their  work,  but 
the  activities  of  the  “Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders' 
Guild”  have  been  publicised  all  over  the  world  free  of 
charge. 

Almost  every  national  newspaper,  food  trade  journal, 
and  public  health  journal  has  published  details  of  the 
scheme,  and  many  articles  have  appeared  in  publications 
abroad. 
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The  Guildford  scheme  is  looked  upon  as  the  pioneer 
movement  in  this  country,  and  enquiries  for  details  have 
been  received  from  over  150  local  authorities  and  other 
bodies,  whilst  over  50  areas  have  sent  deputations  to  Guild- 
ford to  see  how  the  scheme  works.  Guildford  has  been 
quoted  as  “the  cleanest  town  in  the  country,”  and,  whilst 
this  may  be  open  to  contradiction,  our  efforts  which  have 
earned  this  “title”  must  be  maintained. 

Social  Activities.  In  order  that  the  interest  of  members 
may  be  maintained,  a special  sub-committee  was  ap- 
pointed, under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Belcher,  to 
organise  periodical  social  functions  for  members  and  their 
friends.  Mr.  R.  L.  Waugh  is  Secretary  to  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee, with  Mrs.  A.  Hacker  as  Assistant  Secretary. 

Three  functions  have  been  held  during  the  winter 
season,  all  of  which  have  been  very  successful.  The  occa- 
sion of  the  First  Anniversary  Dinner  and  Dance,  held  on 
March  2nd,  1949,  was  marked  by  the  presence  of  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  A.  Williams,  J.P.),  the 
Mayoress,  and  the  Rt.  Ron.  John  Strachey,  M.P.,  Minister 
of  Food,  who  were  our  principal  guests  on  that  occasion. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Sub-Committee  for  their  efforts 
in  this  connection  on  behalf  of  the  members. 

Conclusion.  The  Guild  is  undoubtedly  established  on  a 
firm  basis,  and  is  playing  a very  important  part  in  the  war 
against  food  and  drink  infections.  The  aim  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  is  100  per  cent,  membership  by  traders  and 
employees.  This  means  that,  although  so  much  has 
already  been  accomplished,  there  is  still  a great  deal  to  be 
done. 

Our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  following,  without 
whose  interest  and  co-operation  the  Guild  could  not  have 
been  established: — 

(a)  The  members  of  the  Guildford  Borough  Council, 
who  sponsored  the  formation  of  the  Guild,  and 
by  whom  the  costs  of  the  organisation  are  paid. 

(b)  The  Chairman  (Councillor  Edward  Jones,  M.P.S.) 
and  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  who  are 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  scheme. 

(c)  Dr.  F.  A.  Bel  am,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Borough  of  Guildford,  and  Officers 
and  Staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 

H.  A.  PERRY, 

Hon.  Secretary. 


